[6 Argust, 1923.]

Degislative Hsscnbly,
Thursday, Gth August, 1925.

Piae

Questigns : Prison farm e 123
Ruads, Federal tGrant " ... 125
Group Setilement Commi.s.‘lon msl. e 125
Committees for the Session ... o 125
Address-in-reply, fourth duy ... .. 128

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PRISON FARM.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Hon. 8. W. Munsie) : 1, Ilow many
prisoners physically eapable of farm work
are held at Fremantle? 2, IIuve the Govern-
ment taken aetion in respect to the provision
of a prison farm? 3, If so, will the work
he initialed during the present financial
vear?

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE replied: 1, Execlu-
sive of females and natives, about 135 at
Fremantle and 33 at Rottnest are physically
eapable of farm work, but at least 80 of
them eould not be placed on & farm owwg
to their conduet, nature of crime, ete. Prob-
ably a maximum of about 50 men could be
transferred from Fremantle to a prison farm
after arranzements had heen made for
aecommodating reformatory prisoners separ-
ately from others. In addition, the 33 men
now at Rottnest, who are employed in winter
months on useful outdoor work, are smtable
for farm wark. 2, Yes. Considerable at-
tention has heen given to this matter, which
the jrevions Government, in all its years
of office, failed to finalize. 3, The Govern-
ment is unable, at this stage, {o make a
definite statement as lo when the work will
be initiated.

QUESTION—ROADS FEDERAL
GRANT. .

Mr, C P. WANSBROUGH asked the Min-
ister for Works: Is it his intention to lay
upon the Talle of the House the specifiea-
tions and econditions of contracts for roads
to be construeted under the Federal grant?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes.
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QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT
COMMISSION, COST.

Mr. J. II. SMITH: Yesterday I gave
notice of my iotention o ask the Premier
the following question:—

1, What was the tota] cost of the Royal
Commission on Group Bettlement? 2, What
amount was paid to each memher of the Com-
missign, inelnding the Chairman. 3, Has the
amount paid for the Commission been debited
to genoral revennc or 1o the settlement
schemef
T wiil ask the Premier to answer Nos. 1 and
3 only.

The Premiecr: IDoes that mean that the bon.
member does not desire an answer to No, 21

AMr. J. IT. BMITH: Yes.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Why not inelade
No, 27

My, Thomsen: You are not ashamed of it;
you jolly well earmed it. .

Hon. W. D. Johnson: 1 supgest that the
Premier answer No. 2 as well.

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber merely gave notice of his intention to
ask No. 2, but he has naf asked if.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tn explanation, I
would like to state that T have been in-
formed that it is not efiqoelte on the part
of any member to ask snch a question, That
is the only reason why I asked the Premier
to leave il out. Therefore, T ask for answers
to Nos. 1 and 3.

The PREMIFER: The replies to the hon.
member’s gueslions are as follows:—No, 1,
£1,253 8s. 8d. Ne. 3, To Consolidated Rev-
enue Fand.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That Sessional Committees be appointed as
followa:—

Library Commitice~-Mr.,
Corhoy, and Mr. Angelo.

Standing Orders Committee—Mr, Speaker,
the Chairman of Commiftees, Mr. Marshall,
Mr. E, B. Johnston, and Mr. George.

Houze Committee—Rfr. Speaker, Mr. Lam-
bert, Mr. Chesson, Mr. Stubbs, and Mz
Thomson.

Printing Committec—Afr.
Panton, and Mr. J. M. 8mith.

Speaker, Mr.

Speaker, Mr.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
. Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.39]: I
have had the privilege of speaking to quite
& number of motions for the adoption of
Addresses-in-reply, and I take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating the Government
upon His Excellency’s Speech. If the party
I have the honour to lead were on the Treas-
ury bench, we conuld almost imagine the
poliey outlined to he one such as we would
have pnt up—one of strong, vigorous agri-
cultural development.

Mr. Sampson: They are all Mitchellites!

My. THOMSON: I thank Ministers for
their courtesy and, as far as has been pos-
sible, the favourable consideration they have
given to requests brought forward by Coun-
try Parfy members, including myself. I
will admit that on occasions, when I waited
upon Ministers, ‘Y was duoly advised that
while they were sympatheti¢, there was no
money in the Treasury. However, we must
appreciate the Lkindly sentiments that have
actuated Ministers. The Governor's Speech
deals with the Premier’s visit to the Old
Country and ‘the wish is expressed in that
Speeck that it will prove beneficial to the
State. 1 am sure that, as a result of the
Premier’s visit, much good will he aecom-
plished. It is to be regretted that the Fed-
eral Government, in dealing with the migra-
tion agreement, did not consult the States
to a greater extent during the negotiations.
In the course of the Governor's Speech it is
stated—

Without abaudoning their declared inten-
tion of seeking every possible improvement in
future, my Ministers have decided, after con-
sideration, to come under the termg of the
new agreement, which will mean a resumption
of the migration activities which, for a time,
have been suspended.

So far as I can gather, the agreement means
that £34,000,000 has bheen made available to
the Commonwealth on loan, and that for
every £1,000,000 expended by this State on

land settlement we are assured of
interest rebates that will amount to
approximately £350,000. That, on the

face of it, appears to be a
very good thing for Western Australia. We
bkad another proposal put before this House
that also appeared to be very satisfactory,
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but our experience makes us somewhat scep-
tical regarding such agreements. However,
I propose to reserve my judgment on the
new migration agreement until it comes be-
fore the House. It is gratifying to learn
that it is the intention of the Government
to resume migration, and I am glad, there-
fore, that Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, will visit Australia shortly.
I am sure that the Premier, as the resalt of
his visit to the 0ld Land, and with the know-
ledge he has gained, together with the infor-
mation that will be at hand here, will he
able to impress upon thal hon. gentleman
that, in future, any such migration agreement
should be left in the hands of the State en-
tirely. I contendit was grossly disecourteous
on the part of the Federal Government to
enter into mnegotiations with the Imperial
Government for a loan of 34 million pounds
for placing peopie on the land under a
migration policy, without consulting the
States. While we shall derive considerable
henefic from the Premier’s visit to the Home-
land, it must be admitted that owing te the
negotiations entered into by the Federal
Government, his hands were tied when he
gought an bnprovement of the old agree-
ment or more advantageous terms under the
present one, For every million pounds ad-
vanced by the British Government, the State
is to be repaid £350,000 by the Imperis] and
Commonwealth Governments. At first sight
that appears to he a very generous eonces-
sion. Still we must remember that the Tm-
perial Government, ever since the war, have
been paying away millions of pounds annu-
ally in doles to the unempiloyed, payments
that have produced no refurn whatever ex-
cept to keep people from starving. By lend-
ing the money to the dominions they are sure
of getting o considerable return and of in-
creasing the trade of the Old Country with
Australia. The ex-Agent General, Sir James
Connolly, first approached Mr. Amery, then
Secretary of State for the Colonies, in 1922,
and suggested that as we had plenty of
vacant land, it would be a very good thing
to have co-operation between the State and
the Imperial Government. Ie pointed ount
that lending the money within the Empire
would lead to the development of the Em-
pire. Tt is a sound proposition for the Im.
perial Government to advance ns money in
order that we may take their surplus popu-
lation to fill our vast empty spaces. Let me
quote a report of a statement made by Mr.
Amery in London on the 10th June showing
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the value of the dominions to the Imperial
Government—

Speaking at a lunchcon given by the Im-
perial Couneil of Conumerce, Mr. L. C. Amery
{Scoeeiary of Slaie fur Lhe Colonies), refer-
ring to the necessity for clear and compre-
hensive thinking, said that figures showing
the excess of manufactured goods and coal
exported from Britain compared with similar
imports, amounted to £32,000,000 in the case
of European countries, and £98,000,000 in the
cage of countries cutside Europe, as against
£165,000,000 for the Empire, of which £77
000,000 went to the Dominions. Referring to
the magnitude of -the Dominions’ irade as
compared with the population, Mr. Amery
showed that Australia bought over £30,000,000
worth of British goods last year. One Aus-
tralian or New Zealander was worth to Brit-
ish trade G600 times as much as a Russian,
100 times as much as a Chinese, and 20 times
as much as an American. He deplored the
last year’s folly of Britain in rejecting the
Economic Conference’s preference proposals,
which had had a most discouraging cffect
upon the Empire, and was a serious menace
to the welfare of the working classes of
Great Britain.

1 am pleased that the Speech refers to the
resumption of migration. While we are will-
ing to hold out the right hand of fellow-
ship to migrants, we shounld also indicate that
it is a matter of great importance to the
01d Country to keep its surplus pepulation
within the Empire. It is vitally necessary to
people the outposts of Empire that played
their part and did their duty so well during
the 1914-19 struggle. The financial returns
showing that the deficit has been redueced ie
£58,399 make excellent reading. Tt s grati-
fying not only to the Treasurer, but also to
the people generally. This has been aecom-
plished largely because of the considerable
increase of trade. The railway returns,
which have increased largely, are a fair bar,
ometer of the progress of the State. The
bountiful harvest, too, has heen a material
factor in enabling the Treasnrer to reduce
the deficit. No mention was made in the
Speech, however, of the increased taxation,
the proceeds from which must afford the
Treasurer considerable satisfaction. Pos-
sibly some saving was effected by curtailing
and generally tightening up publie expendi-
ture. During the Premier’s absence in Eng-
land the Acting Treasurer sat very tight
upon the Treasury chest. He had specifie
instructions that not one shilling more than
was necessary shonld be espended, and let
me inform the Premier that Ministers earried
out his instructions o the letter. He onght
to be gpratified that his team did their
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work so well in that respeci. No dounbt
the Treasurer also left specitic instructions
that every shilling that sould be collected
should be dragged in. That, of course, is his
funetion as Treasnrer. But there is a teeling
in the country, perhaps not of disgust, but a
feeling that the Lands Department has been
more stringent this year than in previous
yvears. Dire threats of expulsion have been
Eeld over land holders if their rents and io-
tercst were not paid. Possibly some people
try to avoid payment, but I hope it will not
be the policy in future to hola the pistol at
the heads of settlers, as has been done in
many instances during the las¢ 12 months. [
propose to reserve my criticism of the finances
until the Budget is under consideration, I
take this opportunity of voicing a protest
agninst the manner in which managers from
this House were appointed to meet the Coun-
¢il managers in conference on the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill last session. Perhaps
it has become the eustom for Lhe Minister in
charge of the Bill to select his own mmanagers
to attend a conference. I must congratulate
the Premier upon his choice of managers on
the land tax Bill last zession. He selected
his coileague (the Minister for Lands), and
thus had two votes for a siart. Then he
selected the member for Subiace (Mr. Rich-
ardson), whieh praectically gave him three
votes, because when the report of the con-
ference went to a division, thut member was
the only one from the Opposition side of the
House who voted with the Government for
the increased land tax.

Mr. Richardson:
sense.

Mr. THOMSON: It is a wrong principle
that threce men of avowed views should be
selected to meet managers from another
place to discuss the imposition of a land tax,
while members of this House opposed to ihe
in¢rease had no opportunity to voice their
opinions at the conference.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are rather
severe on the Legislative Council, are yon
not?

Mr. THOMBON: 1 attribuie to the Coun-
cil the same degree of biame,

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: Toes not the Coun-
¢il deserve more blame?

Mr. THOMSON: 1In myv opinion the
Counecil got at us very badly. In future,
when the Bill in which the Ccuntry Party is
interested goes to a conference, T shall insist
upon the appointment of managers accord-

That showed his good



128

ing to the standing orders. Standing Order
No. 244 reads—

If, upon such motion, any one member shall
30 requirg, the managers for the Legislative
Assembiy shall be selected in the same man-
ner as the members of a seleci vommittee.

The minority in this Heuse are justly en-
titled to representation at such a confer-
ence.

Mr. Taylor: We da not carry out the
standing orders when appointing select com-
mittees. The mover of the inotion suggests

. members,

Mr. THOMSON: He may or hie may not.
My experience is that the mover of the wo-
tion for & select committee indicates the
members he would like lo see appointed to
the select committee, but that it is within the
provinee of members on cifher side of the
House to say who their represeniatives shall
be. We can if we desire place one of our
members who is different Erom the others on
the list, and we are entitled to that con-
sideration. An astounding potition arose in
that case upon a matter which vitally af-
fected our primary producers. They will
pay more than half the land tax but they
had no say in the matter.

Mr. Taylor: 1t was the final stage, too.

Mr. THOMSON: Unfortunately, it was.
I have repecatedly voiced my opinion herc
that our sinking fund, which now stands at
£3,000,000, should be inquired into. Very
few members, T thiak, understand the ques-
tion. I should like to see an expert commit-
tee appointed to look into the working of the
sinking fund. When the fund was estab-
lished it was considered that it would be
made up of monoy taken Fromn revenue, but
that is not being done to-day. We are hor-
rowing money up to 5% per ceat. and 6 per
cent. to redeem other money upon which we
are raying 314 per cent., and we are continu-
ing to pay inferest on both. It is a startling
statement, but it is a fact.

Mr. Taylor: We must always do that if
we have a deficit.

Mr. THOMSON: We have this huge
fund in London. I am pleased fo find T am
not the only ona whe questitns the advisa-
bility of this position being allowed to re-
main. When giving avidence before the Dis-
abilities Commission, Mr. Collins, Secretary
to the Commomwealth Treasury, said—

It appears that the aecumulated fund of
Western Australia amounta te about £9,000,-
© 800, and the deficit ia ahout £6,000,000. Theo

difficult financial pesition of Weostern Aus-
tralia has beem brought akout by its desire
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to pay off the public debt more guickly than
the other States considered necessary. In
considering tho financial position of the State
the large sinking fund should be taken into
consideration. Had a sinking fund equal to
the average of the other Stutes been estab-
lished, its financial position would have been
on a par with that of the other States. West-
ern Australia had no need to provide for such
a large sinking fund, as nobody looks for the
rapid repayment of a debt from a country
in the carly stages of its development.

Mr. Taylor: That is all very well from
the Federal standpoint.

Mr. THOMSON: It'is a statement of
fact. The position is an absurd one, When
ithe Labour Government were in power dur-
ing the war they took steps to have the
sinking fund snspended. Bush a thing is
worthy of the consideration of the Treasurer
and an expert commitiee to-day. I have
made inquiries of the Under Treasurer aud
other officials, and all they say is that it is
a good thing for the Stute, for we
are suppused to be able to borrow
more cheaply and at a better rate be-
canse of our sinking fund. Sinece I
have been in Parliament 1 do not know
that we have been able to Dorrow
money from the Home land or on the loecal
market one-sixteenth per cent, less than the
other States have done. It is, therefore, time
the Government and Parliament took the
matter seriously.

Mr. Taylor: It is a sound system.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, but our deficit is
£6,000,000 and our =inking fund over
£9,000,000.

Mr. Taylor: The fund is earning money.

Mr. THOMSON: The money wonld be of
areater value to the State if it were being
used to build railways, extend harbours, and
provide faeilities for people to go on the
land.

Mr. Taylor:
already.

Mr. THOMSOXN: It chounld be redueced.
There is an old saying that constant drip-
ping wears away 2 stone. 1 hope that by
reiterating this stalement I may yet find
some Treasurer sofficiently interested to go
info the question, It is gratifying to read
in the Speeeh that the conditions of trade are
prosperous. The Speech says—

The eondition of trade, industry, and land
development in Western Australia may be re-
garded as generally satisfactory, and the out-
look to-day is probably brighter than at any
peried since the outbreak of the world war.
Increased activity and industry on the part
of our own penple are reflected in improved

Qur overdraft is big enough
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revenues from land settlement, timber export,
electricity supplies, Fremantle harbour works,
railways and tramways departments, amd
various ather departmental services,
That makes excellent reading. While we
congratulate the Government upon their
splendid achievement while oceapying the
Treasury bench, I do not think they or
any other Government are entitled to the
whole credit. Every State is improving its
position, and every country is beginning to
recover from the resnlts of the war. The
great bulk of the improvement in our trade
is entirely due to the efforts of people in the
hinterland. The whole of the wealth that is
being created is not being created in the
metropolitan area, but in the agricultural
distriets.

Mr. Taylor: That applies elsewhere, too.

Mr. THOMSON: Not in Vicloria or New
South Wales, where the secondary indusiries
are responsible for the creation of a great
deal of wealth. In Western Ausicalia the
bulk of the wealth is being produced from
our primary pruduets, and I include in that
the timber industry. The next paragraph
of the Speech expresses a pious hope and
‘says—

The financial leeway to be made up, how-
ever, i very considerable, and every effort
must be direeted towards balancing our fin-
ances. The Federal Disabilities Commission
vigited this State during the year, took vol-
uminous evidence, and its recommendations
may be publicshed at any moment. It is hoped
and expected that the result of this Commis-
sion will be a incasure of relief for the State
as a compeasation for the disabilities suffered
by the incidence of Federation.

If all that we get for Western Australia is a
lamp sem to be handed to the Government,
althouwh this may help the Government it
will not materially assist the State. Tt is our
people who are creating the wealth and who
are suffering from disabilities. A few thou-
sand pounds wonld no doubt assis: the Trea-
surer, and could probably be spent hene-
ficially in opening up portions of the coun-
try, but would not relieve this State from
the creat disahility of the high tariff. I say
advigedly, and inoffensively, that this State
is being exrloited by New South Wales and
Victoria. TF one may judze from the state-
ment of a prominent ex-member, who re-
cently returned to Perth, Western Australia
is rezarded as the poor dependant of the
Eastern States. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, {0 use an everyday expression, they are
battenine and fatiening upon the carcase of
Western Australin, We have suffered more
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from Federation than has any other State.
The tolal imports to Western Australia last
year amounted to £14,344145, of which we
tnported fram the Easztern States £7,681,416.
From overseas we imported £6,662,729, upon
which the Commonwealth Government col-
lected £1,759,344 az duty. We can only
assume that if we had imported all this
ourselves and had conlrol of our own Cus-
toms, we would have collected £1,000,000
more for the beneflit of our people, and have
been able to assist our secondary industries
and possibly reduce the high cost of living.
It is imposible to estimate what the high
tariff is costing our citizens. I have here a
cutting that appeared in the “Daily News”
containing evidenee supplied by the captain
of a visitine vessel. He left Port Louis,
Mauritins, on Mareh 28th for Bumbury in
ballagt, The ballast consisted of 700 tons
of stone which cost his owners £400. This
stone was handed to the Bunbury Harbour
Board free of cost. When he left Port Lonis
the best cane sugar was selling in Mauritius
at £18 per ton fo.b. If he had brought the
sugar to Bunbury in place of the stone the
freight on the sugar would not have been
niore than £2 a ton. This would have effected
a saving of £1,800 to his owners end would
have enabled him to sell the timber which
would have been lis back freight al a lower
eost to the people in Maurilius. The then
cost of the hest cane sugar in Bunbury was
£38 14s. 6d. per ton, whereas if that vessel
had been able to bring sngar from Mauritius
it could have been sold in Bunbury at ap-
proximately £25 a ton, so that there would
have heen a saving lo the housewives of
Bunbury and elsewhere in the Stale
of approximately 13d. yer lb. I know,
of ecourse, that this House has no con-
trol over the Custors, Nevertheless, when
one is addressing hon, members oppo-
site. who represent the Labour movement, it
it just as well to try to make them realise
that the high protective tariff imposed upon
the whole of Australia seriously affects the
cost of living.

The Premier: What is the Page section of
ihe Federal Government doing in the matter?

Mr. Panton: There is a silence that eould
be cut with a knife.

The Premier: What is the vse of talking
to us about the tariff? A few words to Dr.
Page would be more effective, I should think.

Mr. THOMSOXN: I quite admit the per-
tinence of the Premier’s interjection, but the
fnet must he recognised that the Country
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Party representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment, Messrs. Prowse and Gregory, in season
and out of season are stannchly attacking
the high tariff. I want hon. memhers oppo-
site to uwse their influence in the industrial
movement. with a view to educating their
supporters with regard fo the disadvantagzes
involved in the high tariff.

The Premier: Dr. Page and his followers
were elected to reduce the tariff, but they are
maintaining it. We are waiting for n lead
from Dr. Page.

Mr. THOMSON : 1 like that interjection.
The Premier is the last man to wait for a
lead. Judging from last night’s discussion,
the hon. gentleman is not likely to follow any
lead coming from the Federal Treasarer.

The Premier: The Pace section were
clected to secure a low tariff, and they have
lost that election pledge,

Mr. THOMSON: The two gentlemen to
whom I have referred have not lost that
pledge, and are constantly trying to impress
upon the Federal Parliament

The Premier: T am referring to their
party.

Mr. THOMSON: 1f members opposite
would use their influenee over the people——

Mr. Marshall: Charity begins at home.
Get to work on vour own doorstep.

Mr. THOMSON: I assure the interjector
that the people whom 1 have the honour to
- represent are strongly in favour of a re-
duced tariff. T hope hon. members opposife
will back up that view loyally during the
coming Senate election,

The Premier: Your party are assisting to
maintain the high tariff by joining that fed-
eration in this State.

Mr. THOMSON: Unfortunately the Pre-
mier has been absent from the State; other-
wise he wounld not have made that interjec-
tion. The agreement for joining up distinetly
lays down that the three men standing for the
Senate are standing for a reduction of the
tariff. So we have done our part. Let hon.
members opposite go and do likewise.

The Premier: It is hard to swallow that
bit of dope,

Mr. THOMSON: It is not dope. How-
ever. I am not dealing with the compact.

The Premier: Pearce will stand here for
8 low tariff, and his colleagnes over East will
gtand for a high tanil.

Mr, THOMSON: Probably. Many mem-
bers representing Tahour in their hearts be-
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Lieve in a low fariff, but they have to go by
the majority. Nevertheless, there is no doubt
where our people in Western Anstralia stand,
The point I wish to press with regard to the
high tariff is that our primary producers
have to aeccept world’s prices, while produe-
1ng in a highly protected couniry., Thus the
high tariff presses unduly upon the primary
producers, and also, I may add, on the work-
ers. The Premier has laid upon the Tahle
the papers outlining Western Australia’s case
before the Commonwealth Disabilities Com-
mission. That ease, presamably, was pre-
pared Mr. Norbert Keenan under the guid-
ance and direction of the Colonial Treasvrer
and his Government. I wish to quote from
some information prepared by the gen-
eral secretary of the Primary Producers’
Association, Mr. W. Carroll. I consider that
Mr. Carroll put up figures which are abso-
lutely irrefutable. T quote from page 15 of
the case, where Mr. Keenan is reported as
saying—

I produee a return marked ‘W, prepared
by the Secretary of the Primary Producers’
Association, Mr. Carroll, showing the in-
creased c¢ost of machinery and plant used in
the agricultural industry between the year
when the State entered into Federation and
the present day. That return shows in the
most wsually employed items an increase in
cost of roughly 100 per cent. Admittedly
some part of the increase is due to the in-
ereased cost of production, whieh is general
in all parts of the world, but that it, to a
very large extent, is alse due to the high
Customs tariff, cannot be doubted, inasmuch
as notwithstanding this high tariff this mach-
inery and these implements are imported into
Australia at prices which compare favourably
with the price charged by the Auwstralian
manufacturer. It may here be asked, is not
this a burden which is borne by the agri-
cultural industry in all the Australian States?
The auswer is that that is so, but that the
burden is especially  disastrous in Western
Australia, beeause it is in Western Australia
that the Ffarming industry is in the most
active form of development, and is bringing
into cultivation new acreage to an cxtent in
excess of any other State in the Comman-
wealth.,

That is the opinion of Mr. Keenan who
drew up the case, after having pgone
throngh the evidenee supplied. On page 17
there is the following passage :—

Tn fact the effect of Federation was to
place the seccondary industries of Western
Australia in a much weaker position than
they wonld have been in if no tariff exiated
at all against the competition of the world
at large: sinee, in this latter case, the pro-
Auets sold would have to be carried distances
many times as great as that bhetween Mel-
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bourne and Perth or Syduoey and Perth to
reach the market. The resuit, therefore, of
throwing down the (ustoms barrier berween
the State of Western Australia and the
ighly cquipped (in  indusliinl  Factorics)
States of the East, led to Western Australia
becoming merely a customer of the Eastern
Btates, This is shown in the table which I
produce and put in, marked “*Z,"" prepared
by Mr. Keyser, an oflicer of the Statistieal
Depariment. This table shows that secondary
products manufactured in the Eastern States
and imported into Western Australia have
steadily increased in amount sinee the year
1901. The valve of the products imported in
that year into Western Australia from the
Eastern States was £3,550,020; the value of
the products imported in 1924 from the East-
era States into Western Australia was £7,681,-
416. If a comparison be made between the
figures shown in the return and the Sgures
appearing in the State ‘‘Statistical Abstraet’’
for the year ended June, 1824, it will be seen
that of the total goods imperted and con-
sumed by the citizens of Western Australia
at the present time, we are importing con-
giderably more than 50 per cent. from the fae.-
tories of the Eastern States,

Later on the same page it is stated—

To summarise the industrial position in
Western Australia, it may be deseribed as
one in which the suceess of the State clearly
depends on the success of our primary indus.
tries alone. This success may be achieved
despite the burden of the high Custums tariff,
but that it will be seriously retarded hy such
tariff is a matter not open to argument, and
that the State will find it almost wholly im-
possible to extend thit encourngement to
those industries whirh they require for de-
velopment is also a fact which must be ad-
mitted.

Tn this connection, if the statement which
has been made hy the Governmnent through
His Excelleney is correct, if the only re-
dress Western \ustralia is going to reeeive
will be of a purely monetary nature made
to the Government, the inquiries of the
Federal Disahilities Comnnission will prove
futile, and of no lasting benefit fo the
State. I wish also to put on reeord the
comparative prices of farming machinery
before Yederation and after Federation,
The document from which I am quoting
may be lost, but if the figures are published
in “Hansard” they will remain on record to
show the disabilities which our primary
producing industries suffer owing to the
imposition of the high Federal tariff.

Mr. Sleeman: Why wo out of the State

again?

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is easily seen flat
the hon. member interjecting is not a
farmer. The following are the compara-
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tive prices ot tarming machinery in the
year 1901 and in the year 1925:—

1001, 1625,
£a d £a9.d
Plow, 4-furrow atump-jump
mould board . 25 0 0 82 0 ¢
Prow, h-hu‘rov., atnmp—jump
mo beard ... 29 00 7B O
Shares r dozen 1 4 0 30 0
Seed doill, 16 dlse “ 40 0 0 T 0 O
Spring-5 u}nc cultivater (L‘ Y ncs) 1610 0 2L ¢ 0
Set harness, per section . I 0 0 200
Harvester, U it. (!nrﬂest. size
1{n.md‘) J i d. s 80 0 O 147 0 ©
cuper wnd binder, Sit,. ron g
from °m % 0 0 8 0 0
(ucmnlm" to m.xl.e)-—aud 0 0 0 92 0 0
Uhalfcutter, 3 knile, JLIu ja.w 13 0 0 27 0 0
Wauon (6 tons) “ 6 ¢ 0 120 0 O
spring Cart ... W 1710 0 35 ¢ O
sSeedd grader ... .. 1600 3 00
Wire netting, 36 x 1x 10, per
mile ... 1200 23 00
Wire netting, rubhltrpmol
42 % 1} x 17, per milo 30 6 0 5210 0
Wire netting, 42 x 14 x 17, per
mile 25 ¢ 0 4 00
Barbed wir 1410 ¢ 2010 0
Ualvantsed mrrui,nled L!uu per
wn 20 5 0 30060

The evidence goes to show that as a resalt
of Federation the farming community of
Western Australia are paying on the aver-
age an increase of 100 per cent. on their
machinery. It is not in the interests of
the primary producers that such a high
tariff should continue,

Mr. Marshall : We shall
wheat and everything else.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Then you will be pay-
ing a damned sight more—--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TLIOMSON : U am serry, Mr
Speaker. 1 intended to say “darned” If
we imported our wheat, we would be pay-
ing a great deal more for it than we are
paying to-day. L thank the how. member
for his interjection.

Mr. Marshall: Do you say thai one can-
not get a wagon in the State?

Mr. THOMSOXN: No; I will not say that.

Mr. Marshall: Well, why don’t you buy
wagons in the State?

Mr. Sampson: Wagons equal to the best
are made in Western Australia,

Mr. THOMSOX: A Tariff Board was
appointed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment—-

Mr. Marshall:
ernment.

Mr. THOMSOUN: —to report on the im-
position of protective duties on agri-
cultural implements. They put up the
argument that as the resuit of having a
high protective fariff, machinery is actually
cheaper than it would otherwise be. Carry
that to its logical eonclusion, and the tarift
onzht to be trebled so that things might be

import our

By the Bruce-Page Gov-
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cheaper still. Just listen to this from an
epitome of the Taviff Board’s report:—

In the epinion of the Tariff Board the prices
of agricultural implements are, in all prob-
ability, much lower in Australia with protec-
tion and lacal manufacture than they would
be under freetrade had no loeal manufae-
ture existed, Protection is neressary in order
to secure the market for the local manufae.
turer and permit quantity produetion. Quan-
tity production and cfficiecney are the only
nteans by  which Australian manufacturers
can hope to compete with the produet of
other countries. Protection is neeessary to
this end. The substitaotion of hounty for
tariff protection would not he justifiable.
Australian makers of ‘‘dutiable’ agricul-
tural implements can meect all reasonable de-
mands. There is no need to import dutiable
agricultural implements, If a farmer insists
on using an imported machine, it is not un.
fair to expect him to pay the duty. The pri-
mary producers have derived very material
benefits from the existence of the agricultural
implement industry. It would not be unrea-
sonable, therefore, if they were called upon
to contribute to its support to a limited ex-
tent through the medinm of Customs duties.
The prices of Australian-made agricultural
implements have been regularly and consist-
ently reduweed since the proteetive tariff of
1920-21 was introduced.  Australian imple-
ment makers are not charging excessive
prices, neither are they making excessive pro-
fits. The year 1924 was one of the best years
ever experienced by implement manufacturers.

This report declares that quantity produe-
tion and efliciency are the only means by
which Australian manufacturers can hope
to eompete with the outer world. I will
notl cast any doubts on the efficiency of the
average Awnstralian workman, but, when
the 44-hour week has been established in
New Sonth Wales and Queensland, and the
Government of -‘Western Australia are in-
trodncing it here, if it is suggested that by
guantity production and efficicncy and re-
dueing the hours they are going to be able
to compete with the outer world, T think we
must be faced with a tariff considerably
higher than the one we have. And this
Tariff Board calmly say that the primary
producer should accept that, because it is
essential that we should build up protee-
tion. How mueh protection are they
able to give to the primary producers?
Not any, beeaunse their produee must go to
the overseas markets. Tt is not in the in-
terests of the State that the high tariff should
he econtinned, and Y hope to find the Disa-
bilities Commission recommending that
Western Australia should have control of
its own Customs for a period of 23 years.
Then the fortunate man who is Treasnrer
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of the State will immediately be able to re-
duce taxation, the cost of living will fall
accordingly, and the State will begin to
prosper.  liven under preseni conditions
we have no reason to complain of the pro-
gross of land settlement, but on the other
band we have no possible chance of de-
veloping secondary industries. Tt is grati-
fying to know that land seftlement is in
n satisfactory eondition. T want to touch
briefly upon onr light lands, of which we
are lold we have 3,500,000 agres suitable
for growing oats and earrying sheep. Tast
session in this House the Minister for Lands
declared that this land was useless, and that
for his patt he wonld willingly give it away,
g0 long as it was made use of. T say that
the sooner he adopts that policy the better
for the State. Tnormous areas of that land
are lying idle to-day, and it wonld not pay
any man to take them up purely for the
purpese of cultivation But if the Govern-
ment would give him some of that land under
improvement conditions, a considerable area
would be taken up and hrought inte pro-
duction. The Speech indicates thal it may
he necessary to have amended legislation in
order that use shall be made of that land.
I hope we shall be able shortly to bring for-
ward a practical scheme for the development
of our light lands and submit it to the Gov-
ernment. A man in my disiriet, having
several sons, applied for 20,000 acres of
light land lying useless. He concluded from
the ntterances of the Minister for Lands
that he would he able to seeure it for about
1s. per acre. Imagine his surprise on learn-
ing that the minimum price was 3s. 6. Un
the face of it that seems a low price for
land, but considering its poor quality, that
four or five acres of it are required to carry
a sheep, and that before it could be brought
into use an expenditure of something like
£3,000 would be renuired for dog-proof fene-
ing, it is seen that the proposition is not so
attractive after all. The man T refer to
turned down the offer. 1t would have paid
the Government to say to that man, “Here
are the 20,000 arres you require. Tmprove
it and youn shall have the freehold”” I do
not propose to deal with the report of the
Royal Commiission on group settlement, for
I have not yet had opportunity to read and
digest it, but I strongly objeet to the process
of intimidation apparent in the columns of
the daily Press. This House shonld approach
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the findings of that Commission, not from a
biaszed viewpuint, but with a desire to do
wiat is best in the interests of the State.
It ie gros=ly unfair that a leading newspaper
should make the direct charge of bias against
the members of the Royal Commission who,
in my o] inion, have rendered good service.

Mr. Latham: Very had service.

Mr. THOMSON: I take strong exception
to the attitude of the Press. I hope the
Premier will forgive me for mentioning the
fact that he asked me would I appoint a
representative from my party. Here is an
extract from a leading article in the “West
Australian” of 30th July—

The general tenor of the report was not,
of course, unforeseen. It was anticipated
from the moment that the personnel of the
Comamiission was announced, and a wolivn way
moved in Parliament protestiry ugaiust its
. eonstitution. The Commiszion, with the ex-
ception of the chairman (who hal aleeady
committed himself to a denuneiation i group
methods as revealed to him m a brief survey
of the work of the Peel Estate) was a purely
political body. One of its members was as-
sociated with a pelitizal pathy whieh had
been foremost in destructive eriticism of the
gcheme almoest from its inception, anather re-
presented & northern nrovinee, which cher-
shes a grievance against the expenditure of
so large a portion of the State’s loan moneys
in the South-West; a thivd had, inferentizily
at least, roundly concdemned the scheme; the
remaining member had declaved in favour of
it. No doubt evervone of these members
strove homestly to give an unprejudiced find-
ing on the facts as they appeared to him;
but it is not surprising that tha concfosions
expressed in the majority and minority re-
ports bear a remarkable resemblance to the
views held by the individual members before
their appointment as Royal Commissioners.

It is denlorable that that attitude should
be adopted by a. leading newspaper. The
position we have to face is a serious one, and
we should approach the findings of the Royal
Commission impartially and do what is best
in the interests of the State. That news-
paj er by its reference to “a member of the
Commnission associated with a political party
that had been foremost in destruetive erifie-
igm of the scheme almost from ifs incep-
tion” levelled a charee at the party 1 have
the honour to reprezent. I defy any man
fo prove that the Country Party ever
condemned the group settlement scheme.

Bat if you ask wus whether we
condemned the administration of that
scheme, I jleaded guilty, and I will

readily stand up to what I have said.
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So far as I ean judge, the findings of the
Royal Commission go to prove conclusively
that the eriticism levelled azainst the scheme
was only teo well justified.

Mr, ‘Taylor: Bring the writer of the article
to the har of the House.

Mr, THOMEBOX: All that the Country
Party asked for was that the scheme should
be eontrolled by men wilh a knowledwe of
settlement in the South-West. If the man-
agement had heen placed in the hands of
sueh men, I believe the Roval Commission
would have been able to bring in a totally
different rejort. 1 take strong exception to
the Press statement that the Country Party
representaiive on  the Commission, was
biassed. When the Premier asked me if I
would submit the name ol one member to aet
upon the Commission, I personaily refused
to act, hecause T knew the Leader of the Op-
position would say T-was hiassed.

JMr. Sampson: On what ground do you
hase that statement?

Air, THOMSON: From his publie utter-
ances throughout the State since the last
gencral election. Neither did T suggest the
member for Williams-Navrogin (Mr. E. B.
Jolnston) as a member of the Commission.
I suggested the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lind<ay), who had onty recently been elected
to the House. and not taken any part in the
eriticism of the group settlement seheme. In
nominatineg Mr. Lindzay for the position, I
considered that I did good service to the
State. I believe members of the Commission
approached their task with a desire to do
their best for the State. It is wrong that
there shonld be any efforts at intimidating
members of the ITouse. We have to approach
the findings of the Commission with a view to
ageertaining what can best be done for the
State and for the men and women beinz
settled on the groups. 1 want them to have
a reasonable chance to make good. If the
figures quoted by the Roval Commission are
incorrect—and for the sake of the State I
hope they are—let those members who stand
for the late administration disprove them.
Tt is onr duty to see that the group seitle-
ment scheme is placed in charge of men who
will manaze it efficiently and who will secure
better results than apparently we have had.
T regret that the Press should publish a lead-
ing arficle directly charging my organisa-
tion with heing biassed. If the advice of the
Country Partv had been accepted and the
control o* the groups vested in a hoard of
practieal men, probably many of the admin-
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istrative acts that have entailed sueh loss
would have been obvialed. Let me refer to
a speech made by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Richardson) before the veport of the
Commission was snbmitted.

Mr. Lindsay: Before he had seen the evi-
dence.

Mr. THOMSOX : Before the Commission’s
report was presented to the Government, he
made a statement that the Commission were
hiassed. That is an insult to the intelligence
of the members of the Comnission.

The ’remier: An insnit to their integrity.

Mr. Richardson: You are entirely wrong.
I said no such thing in Subiaco.

Mr. THOMSON : The report appeared ir
the Press.

Mr. Richardson: I know it did, but it was
entirely wrong. Still, I wonld have heen
preity nearly corrvect if 1 bhad said it.

Mr. Lindsay: You judge others by vour-
self.

Mr. Richardson: We shall have our say
later on.

Mr. Panton: 1t is bad enough for Lahour-
ites to he fighting one another, without yonr
starting.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret that heat has
been engendered over my remarks.

Mr. Richardson: Only a little while ago
vou complained of bias at the conference
with the Tegislative Couneil.

Mr. THOMSOXN : I did not.

Mr. Richardson: You said the Premier ap-
pointed managers who were biassed.

Mr. THOMSON: I merely made a state-
ment of faet. T said the only member who
voted with the Government for an increased
land tax was the member for Subiaco, who
had been selected as one of the managers at
the conference with the Council.

Mr. Richardson: The inference is that the
Premier was biassed in appointing managers.
According to your argument, the report is
biassed.

Mr. THOMSON : T made no acensation of
bias. I visited the show recently held at
Busselton, and was there informed that T
and my party were ahsolutely opposed to
group settlement. I asked the men who wade
that statement to produce evidemece in sup-
port of it, and they could not do so, hul
thev said that was the impression. The pri-
mary producers’ movement, is composed of
men who are making a living wholly and
solely from the land. and how they could he
apposed to helping fellow settlers in another
direetion is to me ineomprehensible. This,
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however, was only part of the politieal pro-
paganda indulged in at that time. 1 undery
stand that the new migration agreement will
enable the CGovernmeni to establish group
settlements in any portion of the State. We
have to open up and develop the whole of
this State. I commend to the earnest eon-
sideration ot the Premier a scheme submitted
lo the Minister for Tands by the Katanning
vigilance comnitieg, covering a scheme of
group settlement in districts like Katanning.
T do not wish to appear parochial, but such
a scheme is worth consideration beeause the
distriets proposed to he settled are already
provided with railways, roads, schools, and
other facilities. The Government should seri-
ously eonsider reserving nn area of land from
Armadale south along the Perth-Albany-
road for wine growing. This land is at pre-
sent unproduetive; it is regarded as being
gravelly and poor, but it is believed that ex-
pert vitieulturists, like the Italians, counld
turn it to profitable aceount, if assisted under
gronp settlement conditions. The wheat
vield during the past season was highly satis-
factory. The member for Toodyay has had
a life’s experience of the wheat belt, and will
he able to speak of its requirements. The
Speech refers to the progress of dairying,
and states that the basis of a flourishing in-
dustry is being established. T shonld like to
know how many ecows have been puarehased
for the groups and what has prompted the
Government to send Mr. Hampshire, Mr.
Clark, and their wives to the East to pur-
chase cattle.

The Premier: Their wives bave gone to
select pooliry!

Mr. THOMSON: It is reported that their
chject is to purchase 20,000 cows, T do not
know whather that is correet, but T under-
stand there is quite a large number of cows
in this State suitable for dairying that Mr.
Hampshire and his officers will have nothing
to do with. 1 know several men who, when
the group settlement scheme was initiated,
started to breed up good dairy cattle that
they might be in a position to supply the
groups. Although cows are being slanghtered,
in the opinion of eompetent men they are
most suitable for dairving. T shoold like the
Minister to inform the House if all the cows
that are available in the State have been pur-
chased for the groups, what the average price
has been, and what it will eost to bring ani-
mals from the Eastern States. If the state-
ments that have heer made to me are correet,
it seems unsatisfaetory that we should be pur-
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chasing cows in the Eastern States when we
have already consideruble numbers available
here.

The Minister for Lands: We are buying
all we can in this State,

Mr. THOMSOX: [ am udvised by wen,
whose opinions I value, that the Government
ofticers will not pay more than, say, £7 or £10
per cow for the local animal. It would be
interesting to know what it will eost to land
the cows here from the Eastern States, after
the fares of the officers and the freight on the
animals have been paid.

The Minister for Lands: We want more
cows than we bhave in the State.

Mr. THOMSON : I have been told that we
have many cows here that are fuite suitable,
but that the Government will not even try
them and will not pay suflicient money for
them. I know that cows have been turned
down in the Gnowangerup district.

The Minister for Lands: We will not bring
any cows from the Hastern States if they
can be bought bere.

Mr. THOMSON : Grave dissatisfaction ex-
iets over the present conditions. It is said
that some of the cows delivered to the groups
have been bred in dry areas, and are there-
fore not suitable for the South-West. What
guarantee have we that any cows that are
brought from the Eastern States are suitable
for our South-West conditions? 1f the state-
ments that have been made by responsible
gentlemen are eorrect on this point, we may
yet have trouble with the impoited cows.

The Minister for Lands: I will not buy
any cows if the dairy inspectouvs say they are
unsnitable.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Did they arrive at that
Ly observation or by testing?

Mr. THOMSON: 1 know of a man in the
Sonth-West wlo has a herd of excellent
Jersey eows, which he offered to the (Rovern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: You do not ex-
pect us to stock the groups with pedigreed
stock? Where is the money coming from?

Mr. THOMSON: What are the Govern-
ment officers paying for cows?

The Minister for Lands: Round about £18.

Mr. THOMSON: This particular herd
was offered at less than £1S. They
are first-class cows and were bred
the district. I see from the Speech that the
woal outlook is very promising, It is not as
promising as the Speech indicates. In my
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district there has been a serious set baek.
Waol has dropped fullty 50 per cent. in value.

The Premier: The Speech refers to pro-
duction, not the priee.

Mr, THOMSON: When we speak of the
outlook of a product we wust consider the
price.

The Minister for Mines: A greater extent
of country is being opened up for wool pro-
duection.

Mr. THOMSON: The position is unsatis-
factory for the producers, and is causing
many people much alarm. With regard to
{he pastoral industry the Speech says—

My Ministers, realising the fine future that
lies befere the pastoral industry, and being
seized of the necessity for enabling the pas-
toralists to take up country with some sveur-
ity as to boundaries, have instituted a system
of feature surveys, which will be continued
during the forthcoming yesnr,

Cotton is also referred to in the Speech as
follows:—

Twe survey parties were sent to Kimber-
ley last March for the purpose of locating
aud classifying land suitable for cotton grow-
ing near Elephant Hill, and preparing u
scheme of subdivision. Main access roads arc
being surveyed, and this work will be «con-
tinued until about the end of November next,
In all probability the land will be thrown
open for selection, and surveys continved
during the following season.

I wish those who represent the North-West,
and others who desire to establish that in-
dustry, every success. We who live in the
southern zone know very little about the
North-West. Withont desiring to encourage
any big Parliamentary pienie, I do think that
if facilites could be provided for permitting
members o see the North-West it should re-
suit in much benefit to the State. 1 am
pleased to see that the timber industry is
flourishing. If one may judge from the
annual report of the Railway Department, .
the railways have received a substantial
revenue, something over £4,000, from that
industry. I congratulate the Government
upon carrying out a policy of reforestation,
and I trust that the lands which have heen
set aside for this purpose will he main-
tained for it. A gentleman inforuied me
the other day that it eosts as much to send
our timber to Melbourne and Sydney as it
does to send it to London. There must be
something wrong with the Navigation Act,
which is another Federal infliction upon
Western Australia, and is pressing unduly
heavily upon another of our primary in-
dustries. If this House has any influence
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I bope it wilt nse it in the direction of try-
ing to have the Navigation Aet amended,
so that we may obtain more reasonable
freights. We should have a much larger
market in the Eastern States for our tim-
ber, and would doubtless get it if we could
sccure reasonable freight. It is astonishing
that it should cost as much to send timber
2,000 miles as it does to send 1t 12,000
miles.

Mr, Marshall: What line of action do
you suggest?

Mr. THOMSON:
should be repealed.

Mr. Marshall: More blaek labour.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know what
the hon. member means.

Mr. Latham: He knows all about it.

Mr, THOMSON: Ours is a white Aus-
tralia, a policy that I hava always sup-
ported, and I cannot follow the interjee-
tion.

Mr. Sleeman: Why repeal the Naviga-
tion Aect?

Mr. THOMSON: It is pressing unduly
hard upon our people. If members look at
the matter from an unbiassed point of view
they will agree with me.

Mr. Latham: Surely members over there
are not biassed.

Mr. THOMSON : I congratulate the
Commissioner for Railways and his staff
upon the excellent return they have pre-
sented to the House.

Mr, Panton: Do not forget the men who
did it.

Mr. THOMSON: I was going to remind
the hon. member of the men who did it,
namely, those who have been growing
wheat, those who have been hewing timber,
and those who have been growing woo!l and
other produets that have heen earried on
the railways. These are the people that
have enabled the railways to show such
excellent results.

Mr. Sleeman: They would have done no
good without good management.

Mr, THOMSON: Everyone has played
his part, and the Commissioner and the
staff have rendered efficient service. The
report shows that there was a balance of
£30,000 to make up daring the half-year,
that inereases in pay cost £3G0,000, and that
the Government gave a reduetion of £45,000
in railway freights, T would remind the
Premier that, when he was introducing his
land tax, he assured the House that the
farmers would benefit by it ihrough a

The Navigation Act
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reduction in railway freights. 1 have
analysed these freights. So far as I ean
judge these reduetions have been made on
the first, seecond and third class rates.

Mr. Panton: And the people affected
could do with it. Take the people outhack
on the goldiields.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 {o 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: Before tea 1 was deal-
ing with the Railway Department. We
were promised in this House that the farm-
ing communily were to derive advantages
in the shape of reduction of railway rates
from thie beneficent imposition of a Jand
tax. We are told there has been a redue-
tion of £45,000 in railway freighits. How-
ever, according to the Premier's reply to
a question, that amount of £45000 is not
being paid to the Railway Department.
Therefore, despite £60,000 increase in
wages and £45,000 reduction in freights the
Railway Department have achieved the
very satisfactory position of showing the
substantial profit of £144,000. T ¢ongrutu-
late the 3Mlinister for Railways and the
CGlovernment generally on that result. I
sineerely trust, however, that the Govern-
ment will not aim at making a profit from
the railways.

The Minister for Railways: No.

My, THOMSON: I am pleased to have
that assurance from the Minister. While
the railways should not be run at a loss,
still they are part and parcel of the
development of the State; and as long as
they pay their way, it is all that should be
required. T hope the Government are not
contemplating increases in railway Ireights.

The Minister for Lands: But the rail-
ways are still a losing proposition,

Mr, THOMSON : The Government showed
an absolute profit lasbt year.

The Minister for Lands: Sinking fand
charges have not been allowed for.

Mr. THOMSON: But the railways paid
all their expenses. As regards the sinking
fund, it is absolutely ridienlous for this
State to pay sinking fund in respect of its
railways, because we have the asset.

The Minister for Lands: The sinking
fund has to be paid by the general tax-
payer.

Mr. THOMSON: But we have the asset
in the form of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: We have to
pay baek the money we horrowed to build
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the railways, whether we have the asset or
not.

Mr. THOMSOXN: But the State has a
sinking fund of £9,000,000,

The Minister for Railways:
railway revenue.

Mr. Taylor: ©Ouoi of general revenune,
Last year's contribution came out of bor-
rowad money.

Mr. THOMSON : Tt has Leen repeatedly
stated by a section of this House that the
Railway Department and the farming com-
nmunity are spoon fed by the Government.
In that connection let me draw attention to
certain fizures in the report of the Commis-
sioner for Railways showing freights paid
during the vear in resyect of primary pro-
duets—wool €30,274, hay and chaff £85,261,
wheat-—and it has heen frequently sinted
that wheat haulage does not pay the Railway
Department, though I venture to say it
would gladden the hearts of the Minister and
the Commissioner if they could haul! wheat
all the year in full train loads at the present
rate—-—

The Minister for Railways:

Not out of

That is not
50.
Mr. THGMSON: During the wheat
period the department run at full eapaeity,
and wheat is a paying freight.

The Minpister for Railways: We are hanl-
ing timber at the same time, and timber pays
twice as mneh as whealt.

Mr. THOMSON: I admit that.

Mr. Taylor: Timber is hauled all the
year.

Mr. THOMSON: I maintain, however,
that wheat hauling pays the railways.

The Yinister for Railways: When there
is plenty of wheat about, there is general
prosperity, and high class freights naturally
increase.

Mr. THOMSON: The primary industries
provide more than a third of the direct
traffic on the railways. That ealeulation does
not inclale timber traffie, for which we do
not claim eredit. Tn any ease, the great
bulk of the direet traffic is provided by coun-
try residents.

Mr. George:
the ronntry.

¥r. THOMSOX: The hon, member’s in-
terjection anticipates my aremment. To re-
turn to the fizures I was quoling: wheat
£349,253, fruit and vegetables £71,062, fer-
tilisers £51,123. speeial grain rates £91,811,
and livestoek £331,430. Those items {otal
£830,214. As the total revenne collected

We eould not exist hut for
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by the Railway Depoartment amounts to
£2,198,332, a simple sum in division shows
that the direet traffic provided bv primary.
production represenis one-third of the total
trafic on our railway system. Turning now
to first, second, and third elass rates, it is
again the country distriets that are carrying
the greater part of the burden and provid-
ing the bulk of the freight for the railways.
Naturally T admit that the railways have
been pushed out into the country distriets to
supp:ly much needed wants. But when one
takes into econsideration the fact that the
reduction which bas beer made in railway
freights is nof, as suggested by the Premier,
for the purpose of vedweing the burden of
the man on the land, but for the purpose of
competing with the motors which are taking
the hich class goods traffie away from the
Railway Department:

The Minigter for Railways: If the motors
conlinue to get the high class rates, the low
rates will have to go ap.

Mr. THOMSON: In introducing his land
tax proposals the Premier said the farmers
would get in railway freight reductions more
than the amount of the land tax to be im-
posed upon them. I say in plain English
that the Government have not delivered the
goods,

The Minister for Railways: Yes, we have,

Mr. THOMSON: Farmers in my own
district have told me that their land tax has
been increased from abont 25s. 6d. to about
£9.

The Minister for Rajlways: That has not
been done by the last amendment; that is dne
largely to revaluation.

Mr. TIIOMSON: And also to the in-
ereased tax, seeing that the tax has gone up
from 14d. in the pound to 1d. And not oaly
that, but the Government have cut out the
exemption of £250, and the provision which
permiited the farmer who was making his
living direetly from the roil to deduct his land
tax from his inegme tax, or vice versa, which-
ever was fhe greater. 8o the farmer who
previously paid, szy, £1 7s. in land tax, and
was permitted to deduet tha! amount from
his income tax, now has to pay that £1 7s,
and in addition has to pay £9 on top of
that.  The people I represent are very
anxious to know when the Government pro-
pose to deliver the goods with regard to the
land tax, I admit that a eerimin section who
subseribe to the platform of the Primary
Producers’ Association were staanch be-
lievers in a Jand lax, beeause they thonght
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it would reduce railway freights. Now that
they have to pay £7, £8; or £9 in land tax,
whereas previously they paid praetically
nothing, they have begin -to scratch their
heads and wonder where the force of their
argutnent came in. '

The Minister for Railways: The addi-
tional imposition of land tax was to be de-
dueted from railway freights.

Mr., THOMSON: Thai will be an iun-
teresting point to discuss when the full
amount of land tax has been collected. I
believe the Treasurer will find himself get-
ting a great deal more money to spend than
ever he anticipated, by reason of the fact
that land valunes have increased very much,
while all exemptions have been abolished.

Mz, Lutey: It is pleasing to know that
land values are increasing,

Mr. THOMSON: Whe
those values?

- The Minister for Railways:
of the State. :

- Mr. THOMSON: The imposition of land
tax bhas not increased land values. Those
values have been increased by the men who
have gone out and cleared land and made it
productive.

The Minister for Railways: And by the
amount of money the Government spend in
providing public utilities.

Mr. THOMSON: T admit, of course, that
when a railway is built into a distxict, the
value of the land there improves to a cer-
tain extent. But, after all, it is the pro-
ductivity of the soil that makes it of value.
In to-day’s newspaper there is a statement
that within a radius of 1214 miles of the
existing raillway system there are 3,500,000
acres of land uvnutilised, and therefore not
worth a brass farthing to. the State. The
position is that under existinz conditions the
land has nof been taken up and utilised. The
mere faet that railways have gone through
does- not make the land productive.

The Minister for Railways: Land would
not be taken up at all if the railways were
not there.

Mr. THOMSON: I have the instance in
mind where a man wished to take up 20,000
acres and the Government wanted 3s. Gd. an
acre for it. That man would have to spend
about £5,000 before he could gel any retnrn
from the proposition.

- The Minister for Lands: But the Act
would not allow him to make up the land.

Mr. THOMSON: He has a family. The
Minister knows to whom T refer.

13 inecreasing

The people

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not.

Mr. THOMSON: I think the Minister has
a shrewd suspicion. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment did not deliver the goods when they
imposed the land tax and did not reduce rail-
way freights. The Minister mentioned the
competition of the motor trafiie, and stated
that if it continued, freigots on the lower
classes of goods would have to be increased.
Last year when the land tax was before the
House, the promise was made that reductions
would be made from which the farmers wounld
benefit. On the other hand, railway freights
have not been reduced apart from the rates
applying to lirst, second, nnd third class
goods.

The Minister for Railways: The people
in the country get their goods, such as gro-
ceries and so on, from the city and those
rates cover them. .

Mr. THOMSON: 1 asked a trader in my
distriet what particular benefit the people at
Katanning were receiving from the reduced
railway rates. He said, “If voun can give 2%
per cent. discount on a penny, which it costs
to bring a tin of jam down from the ecity, I
will tell you.”

The Minister for Railways: 1f freights
go up, they will not hesitate to inerease the
price by a penny.

Mr. THOMSON: Would the Minister sug-
gest that beeause the railway freight on a
tin of jam has gone down 214 per cent. on
a penny, that traders should reduce the price
by 1d.%

The Minister for Railways: T did aot say
anv sneh Ehing.

My, THOMSON: Now the Minister has
indicated that freights have been reduced in
order to enahle him to compete with the mofor
traffie.

The Minister for Railways:
the kind.

Mr. THOMSON: But the Minister made
that statement himself.

The Minister for Railwavs: T did not.
Do you want us to start with a reduction on
super.?

Mr. THOMSON: I will Jeal with saper-
phosphate later. The quarterly report of
the Commissioner of Railways, dated 24th
July last, contains the following veference
to motor competition—

Nothing of

I'n view of the inreads thut motor competi-
tion is making on our ftraflie the old system
of waiting for ¢lients to bring their goods
to us for transport has become antigquated,
We have, as a business concern, traneporta-
tion to sell. and us this commodity is as good,
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or even better than that sold by other firms,
it behoves us to adopt the methods of success-
ful business houses, viz., to place our wares
before prospective customers per medium of
a commercial traveller. With this object in
view a temporary appointment was made in
the early part of the calendar year fo test
whether it was possible to regain traffic that
had been diverfed to the roads, hold that
which was beginning to waver, and obtain
new husiness. The oflicer e¢hosen was Mr. L. T.
Hickey, erstwhile of the advertising section
of the secretary’s branch who, having ex-
perience in selling, advertising, and a geun-
eral all round kaowledge of railway working,
was especially qualified for the position. So
successful hag the innovation been that you
agreed to the permanent appointment of this
officer. Considerable henefit has already ac-
erued to the department; goods which for
yvears had been transported by road are now
being earried by rail. The presence of a Qe-
partmental officer calling on mercantile firms
in the city has heen favourably commented
upon in many quarters. Tbhe presentation of
the rallways’ case has in numerons instances
been the means of removiug erronecus im-
pressions, with benefit to our customers and
the State generally. Being in close touch
with commercial ¢ireles, complaints are
brought under notice which can frequently
be fixed up there and@ then, thus creating a
better feeling all round. Traiffic is being re-
gained and new business obtained. That the
introduetion of a commercial section is ap-
preciated by business people is evidenced
from the letters of commendation which have
been received.

I congratulate the Commissioner of Railways
on having taken that step. Ti is gratifying
to me as a user of the railways to know that
the department realised that its methods
were antiquated and thal there was every
need to canvass for business. From one stand-
point, therefore, it would seem that motor
competition has done good. It has aroused
the Railway Department and led to the adop-
tion of business methods. Tf the department
does not conduct its operations along busi-
ness lines, there are others who will take the
business from the railways. T would like to
know whether the officer who has been ap-
pointed is in a position to zive special con-
cessions to counteract the motor competition,
or whether he has to adhere sirictly to the
regulations?

Mr. George:
power.

Mr. Taylor: And has le authority to
delegate that power to others?

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. THOMSON: But it would seem that,
in effect, he has done so by giving this parti-
cular officer power to make special conces-
sions.

The Commissioner has that

139
Mr. George: That can be done within
certain limits,

The Minister for Railways:
customer gets, others ecan get.

Mr. THOMSON: While the Government
and the Railway Department take credit for
a2 reduction to the extent of £45,000 in
railway freights on first, second and third
classes of goods, we now find that this newly
appointed officer will endeavour to secure
additional traffic for the railways. Probably
he will endeavour to get back a lot of the
trallic that now passes over the Perth-Fre-
mantle road. '

Mr. George:
there.

Mr. THOMSOXN: It would be interesting
to know whether tbe department has done
much to meet that competition. Surely there
is an enormous amount of buriress done upr
and down the Perth-Fremantle road that
could be secured by the railways. If this
officer is to live up to his job, he will see
to that part of the business. Will this prin-
ciple to which the Minister has referred be
applieable to the whole State?

The Minister for Railways: Yes. If you
have a trainload of stuff, we will give you a
special conecession,

Mr. THOMSON: That is satisfactory.

Mr. A. Wansbrough< Is that concession
open to everyone?

The Minister for Railways: I will see to
that.

Mr. THOMSON: Regarding the super-
phosphate question, I would impress upon
Ministers that the season in the Great South-
ern district generally is later than in the
Eastern Wheat Belt, and I hope, therefore,
that the Government will extend the peried
during whieh the super. eoncession operates
in the interests of the Great Southerm. It
should be extended for one or two months.
Seeding and harvesting operations are much
later than they are in the Wheat Belt. The
theory advanced hy the Railway Department
in favour of cheap rates is to encourage the
farmers to send for their manure supplies at
a time when they can send back loading of
wheat. That position does not apply in the
Great Sonthern.

What one

There 13 not much ehance

The Minister for Lands: They have no
wheat to send hack from many parts of the
district. That was one rveason why T was
asked o grant cheaper rates there.
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Mr. THOMSOM: We have in the Great
Southern our loeal flour mills, and we also
have the ports of Albany and Bunbury.

The Minister for Lands: That was not the
reason. It was that they had not got the
wheat there. Take the Kojonup distriet.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not & wheat-
growing district, The settlers go in for
sheep and oats, buob it is absolutely essential
that they should have super supplies. There
aro many scasons such as the present when
considerable quantities of super are used for
top dressing, and the settlers should be able
‘to obtain their supplies at cheap rates. The
Minister has indicated that if train loads
were availahle, cheaper rates would rule. If
he extends the period for the Great Southern
areas, orders will some through and we shall
be able to send away full train loads.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
anggest reducing the price of super?

My, THOM.S80ON: No; I want the period
extended to enable the Great Southern dis-
tricts to take advantage of the cheap rates.
We know that the two companies supplying
au! er are unable to cope completely with the
demand in the short time in which it is re-
quired.

The Minister for Railwaya: We had better
adjust the rate and make it apply all the
year round. -

Mr, THOMSON: 1t ia better to leave the
rate as it is and ertend the period. The
railways collected £51,123 -on aceount of
super freizhts, and it should be the policy
of the Government {o eneourage still forther
the usz of super, kerause that wili mean in-
creased yields and larger back loadings. Now
that the railways have reached the paying
stage, the (overnment should endeavour to
encourage decentralisation by the establish-
ment of industries in the comntry. The
memher for Albany (Mr. A. Wansbrough)
asked a question dealing with preferential
rates. It is not in the interests of the State
that we should grist the whole of our wheat
at the seaboard. I hope to be able to put up
a seheme to Ministers for their favourable
congideration whereby the mills in the coun-
try dist-iets will ke rlaced on a footing
that will enable them to export flour on the
bag's that operates with the mills on the sea-
board

The Minister for Railwavs: You do notf
give us eredit for the reductions on the rail-
ways on flour for export

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSON: I am quite prepuared to
give the Government credit for that. The
more favourably situated mills in the metro-
politan area will still be on a better footing
that the country mills.

The Minister for Railways: The sountry
mills get 22% per cent. rebate.

Mr., THOMSON: It is questionable
whether that will be sufficient. I am per-
turbed at the possibility of a great number
of country mills being closed down.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot ex-
pect 3 man with a mill right against the
ship’s side to have the same costs as &4 man
with a mill 200 miles inland.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government say
they favour decentralisation.

The Minister for Lands: There is no ques-
tion of decentralisation about this.

My, THOMSON: When the late Mr. F.
H. Piesse was Minister for Railways, the
country mitls were given an opportunity
equally with the metropolitan mills to com-
pete in the overseas markets.

‘The Minisler for Railways: The country
mills have a 1215 per cent. rebate now.

Mr THOMSON: That is not sufficient.
I am pleased that the Government are tak-
ing vigorons ste;s to establish an agricul-
toral college. That should bave been done
years ago. The Speech contains the fol-
lowing paragraph under the heading “Public
Serviee’ :—--

With a view to sccuring the greatest .pos-
sible efficiency in the public service, several
important appointments bave cither been re-
ecntly made or are now under active consgider-
ation, The appointments include Mr, . W, H.
Stileman as Engincer-in-Chief, a resident en-
gincer for hills water supply, an enginecr for
harbours and rivers, a faetory superintcndent
for the State Implement Works, a chicf veter.
inary officer, 2 veterinary pathologist, a bae-
teriologist and pathologist, a medical officer
of sehools, two divisional forest officers, and
an assistant principal architcet,

I hope one of the Ministers will inform us
how mzny of those appointments have been
made from men educated in Western
Australia, T think most of the positions
have been filled by men from other
parts. That goes to show that though
we have been spending a large sum
of money on our education sys-
tem, our young men have to leave the
State in order to obtain positions.

The Premier: What has that to do with
the appointments?
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Ay, THOMSON: A great deal.

The Premier: The State wants the best
ien it ean get, no matter what part of the
British Empire they come from.

Ar. THOMSON: Quite su, bui I shouid
like to know whether Western Australians,
who probably were equally as brainy and as
liighly qualined as the men Lrom tue Lastern
Slates and vverseas, had oppourtuniiies to get
these positions.

Whe Premier: We have wot had educa-
uonal institutions here suthcicntly long to
train men for the higher positions. Uur Uni-
versily has been in existence only U years.

Mr. TLHOMS>UN: What opportunities are
being given to men who tor any years have
served e Sliale W1 Jumor capucilies as en-
gineers and archuiectsy Wnen a vacaney
ogeurs they are passed over.

dne t'1enuer: Your argument is that they
sliowd get appointments vecause Lbey were
euucalgd 10 the dtate aod wrrespective of
thea yualieations.

Mr, THUMSUN; Otificers connected with
the engeering branch of (Le Government
gervice, who have not been able to obtain
Yurther advancement, have gone to the Hast-
ern States and to lhe Malay dtates and have
commnanded pringely saiares, far beyond the
salaries oltered bere, 1t i1s motb Lzir that men
who have given Lhe Stale excellent service,
and wuo possibly have been kept down by
senior olbeers

Mr. George: Ch!

Mr. ThHOMSON: 1 can instance men
who bhave served in junior capacities in
the engecring branch and who, seeing no
prospect of advancement, went elsewhere and
to-day are receiving treole Lhe salary they
would have been drawing Lere. We should
give our own men opporiuniiies to take these
positions belore seeking applicants from the
Eastern States.

The Premier: So we did .

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think our offi-
cers are geiting a fair deal. Take the archi-
teetural branch: men whe have given the
State loyal service as supervisors are passed
over in favour of a gentleman from without
the State. 1 do not blame the appointee;
1 east no reflection upon him.

The Minister for Lands: I have heard you
condemn the arehitectural branch.

The Premier: In fact, the building side
of the Works Department is the one you
Lave found fault with.

[6]
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Mr, George: The officers there eould not
de a decent job, could not do it cheaply,
and did not know how to de if, according
to the hon. member,

Mr. YHUMSON: That branch is still
under the Principal Archbitect, Mr. Hardwick,
But 1 am dealing with the prineiple and not
with individuals.

sr. George: All things being eyual, the
local men should receive preference.

Mr, THOMBON: Yes, and to my mind a
gross injustice has been dune by making
some ol these oulside appuintments. Our
cducalivn system has evidently been wrong
We have been spending o considerable sum
ol money on education and have not been
sule Lo it our own people Lor these positions.
‘The agricultural industry is one that will
ubsorb men and give them a reasonable
cianee of makiog g living, L hope the Gov-
ernment will be able satisfactorily to explain
why it was necessary to go Lu the Old Coun-
try for a reswdent engineer for hills water
supply, why it was necessay to appoint an
vutsiue engineer tor harbours and rivers and
an outsive Lactories iuspector for the imple-
went works.

mr, bleeman; Beeause you people say
that State inplements are iulerior.

Mr. THUMDUN: We should give greater
consideration Lo ollicers in the State serviee.
Couwld we have a betler example than the
present Commissioner of hailways? He
tearnt in Western Australia praetically all
e knows of raiways. Lhere was a how! of
udignation wien be was appointed Commis-
sioner, and 1 waintain, even in the presence
ol the mewmber for Murray-\Wellington, that
we have never bad & Commissioner of Rail-
ways who has obtumed better results than has
iLe present Cowmissiner. lhere is a man
who recerved his trawning locaily. Yet when
respousivle positions are oflering in other de-
partments, tre GGovernment go elsewhere for
nien to ull them.

The tremier: It s tiwe there was a
deaning up in some of the professions. This
State 1s covercd with moouwents to Lthe in-
capacily of some of them that cost this State
wllious of pounds. v

Mr, THOMSON: Has the Premier any
guarantee that the genilewan appointed will
be any better?

The Premier: I know some of the men
we Lave had in the past, and that it is eom-
mon sense to look elsewhere,

Mr. THOMSBON: While possibly mis-
takes have been made——
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The Premier: Possibly a success has hap-
pened now and again by saecident! You are
deing no good to the men you have in mind,
but you are inviting eriticism of the men we
have had, and it is not desirable to have such
criticisi in this House.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am not inviling criti-
cism; 1 am merely voicing my opinion. I
have not mentioned any individual who
should have been appointed to one of the
voeancies,

The Premier: You are arguing that we
should not go cutside the State for highly
trained .men.

Mr. THOMSON: Not that altogether; I
maintain that we should give our own men
4 reasonable chance of advancement.

The Premier: So we have done, but I am
zoing by qualifications first of all.

Mr. THOMSON: That is quite right, but
there huve been many oecasions when junior
officers, who have served the State with con-
siderable ability, should have received en-
couragement, The astonishing fact is that
men who have been passed over here have
gone elsewhere and been advanced in both
status and salary.

The Minister for Lands: 1f I had been
guilty of s: eaking against lngh offieials, as
you have done, I would not be guilty of
talking as you have done fo-night.

Mr. THOMSON: Mr. Davies was sacked
for being incompetent and yet he went to
England and tock charge of one of the
largest railways there?

Mr. George: He was not sacked for ineom-
petency.

Mr. A. Wansbrouzh:
had expired.

The Premier:
tory.

AMr. THOMSON: Ii illustrates my argu-
ment.

Hon. S. . Munsie: The firm for whom
he is managing does nof pay very big salaries.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like an assur-
ance from the Government that the officers
of the publie service who have rendered
loyal service have nof been overlooked.

The Premier: Loyal serviee often consists
of a man sitting down for 23 years and draw-
ing a good salary for not very much werk.

Mr. THOMSOX : That is possible,

The Premier: Drawing his salary irregu-
larly for a quarter of a century, or doing
very little.

His term of office

That is pretly ancient his-

[ASSEMBLY.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is possible that some
officers with the necessary qualifications and
ability are not given the opportunity.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
what has oceurred in regard to some of the
work that has been carried out by pro’es-
sional men. Tt Is time we had some new
officers who apparently have qualifications.

Mr. THOMSON: T am sure the Premier
would not have appoinled the new Engineer-
in-Chief unless he had been satisfied with
his qualifications.

The Premier: And unless 1 was satisfied
there was no one in the State fitted for the
job.

Mr. THOMSON : I am prepared to admit
that.

The Premier: There is no question ahoul
it.
Mr. THOMSON: I do not question his
qualifications or his appointment.

The Minister for Mines: Are you then
standing up for local men?

Mr. THOMSON: When all is said and
done, in appointing an Engineer-in-Chief
from outside the Government are practically
perpetuating the system that has been in
existence, one which the Premier has stated
has been so disastrous to the Slate. I have fre-
quently advocated that when important pub-
liec works had to be undertaken they should
be thrown apen for public competition on the
part of private professional men, as well as
our junior officers, so that schemes might be
submitted by one and all. The work would
still be conducted under the supervision of
the responsible officer, but these other people
would be given an opportunity of competing,
It may be found that even in the much de-
spised Public Works Department there are
some geninses.

Mr. George: The Public Works Depart-
ment is all right.

The Premier: You cannot keep down a
genius. That is why you and T are here.

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased to learn
from the figures submitted by the Colonial
Secretary that the Harbour Trust has shown
a profit of £36,623. We regret the action of
the Government in not appointing represen-
tatives of the primary producers upon the
Harbour Trust. I hope we shall be able to
persuade the Premier to amend the Harbour
Trust Aet, so that for the future there shall
be upon the trust twe primary producers’ re-
presentatives, two industrial, and two busi-
ness representatives.
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The Premier: How would you join them
into one party?

Mr. THOMSON: The great bulk of the
trade that goes through the harhonr is pro-
vided by (bose inierested in primary produc-
tion.

The Premier: What does the wheat export
pay?

The Minister for Lands: Nothing.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know that we
are exporting any labour, and there are twa
Labour representatives on the Trust.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is the labour
that does the work.

Mr. THOMSON: The primary producers
are entitled fo representation therve.

Mr. Panton: Export stops as soon as lab-
our is withdrawn.

Mr. THOMSON: Labour would have noth-
ing fo do if no wheat were grown.

The Minister for Lands: People do not
grow wheat for thie purpose of supplying the
metropolitan area.

Mr. THOMSON : No one suggests that.

The Premier: Let us reduce the harbour
charges, the railway freights and taxatien.

Mr. THOMSON: I think I can show the
Premier how he can reduce the harbour
charges by £10,000, if the figures I have are
correct. There was trouble at Fremantle
with the Seamen’s Union, and their refusal
to take out the pilots. TFor some time the
Harhonr Trust had been endeavonring to cut
out a lot of the pilot hoats, at the request of
those who were frequenting the port.

Mr. Sleeman: It was impossible to do it.

Mr. Panton : He has the “West Aus-
tralian®”” TLet him go.

Mr. THOMSON: This was a statement
made by Mr. Stevens, the Secretary to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. Probably he
knows as much ahout the question as the
hon. member. This is what he said:—

The facts are that the sea portion of the
pilotage serviee at Fremantle had become un-
neeessamy, and this was discovered before the
strike oceurred. For a considerable time past
the commanders of mail and other steamers
coming to the port have been complaining of
the annoyance and delay caused to them by
having to stop a large modern ship at sea
and manoeuvre her into position to enable a
pilot to board safely, when the steaming into
Gage Roads is only an ordinary reasonable
feat of seamanship and navigation, far easier
than these masters have to accomplish at
many other ports which they visit. It has
Jong been pointed out that, while this out-
gide service was necessary in the old days of
sailing vessels and later before the present
perfection of wireless and other navigational
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aids, that are to ke found on the modern
steamship, with vessels as they are to-day,
it has become only a costly and troublesome
annoyance. The Trust Commissioners, with
the assistanes nf their professional pilut staff,
have been going into this matter very care-
fully for some time past, and six months ago
it was decided to improve the lighting of
Gage Roads by substituting gas-lit buoys for
the ordinary buovs, which have for many
vears mirked Hall’s Bank and Scott’s Ledge
reefs, and when these new appliances were
ready, to curtail the ecompulsory pilotage ser-
vice to a Gage Roads and inner harbour ser-
viee only. Tn July last the apparatus was

“ordered, and it is nearly all to hand, some

small parts only now being awaited. Tt was
hoped to have all complete about January or
February, The 1ate strike, however, oceurred
towards the end of November, and lasted till
a few days ago, and in that peried of time,
when the Trust was unable to get pilots out
fo the sea boarding ground, steamers eame
into Gage Roads day or night without any
hesitation. During the time the strike lasted,
nn fewcr than forty-four stenmers—some ap-
proaching 20,000 tons—came to Gage Roads
without pilots and the Trunst has received let-
ters from the enmmanders of many of these
ships hoping that they would now be relieved
of the outside stop, This demonstration
forced upon the Trust hy the strike of the
men, showed clearly that, even withouf the
propnsed improved lighting of the Roads, the
feat of bringing his ship in nmnaided was with-
out difficulty to the modern shipmaster, and
the Commissioners felt that thoy eould nat, in
the faee of what had happened, re-open the
outside service without appearing imprae-
ticable and non-alive to the real interests of
the port. Tt was consequently decided to
bring in the new economy straight away, and,
to that end, the Commissioners prepared the
neeesgary amendments to the pilotage regu-
lations of the port and sent them forward for
ratification by the Governor-in-Couneil, as pre-
seribed by the Fremantle Harbhour Trust Act;
hut the Government has replied that Cabinet,
after due consideration, does not approve of
the proposed alteration, so the Trust Commis-
sioners have found themselves forced to re-
establish the full service on the lines exist-
ing before the strike. It is necessary, how-
ever, to give the public an idea of what has
happened. When the Seamen’s Union had
settled its new working agreement with the
Minister for Works as applyviag to the dredpge
hands, the private tug-owners and the Har-
hour Trust had to be settled with, When Mr.
Walsh and Mr. Hourhton came to me for the
purpose of continving nepotiations for an
agreecment covering the deck hands and fire-
men of the pilot lanaches, I told these gentle.
men what the position was—that the Trust
intended to put into eperation at once the
curtailment of the sysiem, which would neces-
sitate the use of one launch instead of two,
and that, as it was intended to man that boat
with onr 0ld permanent hands, who had held
the positions of coxswain3 and drivers in the
bhoat to he laid up, there was nothing to
negotiate about, as we would not again ve-
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quire the services of the men who had gone
on strike. Mr. Walsh and Mr. Houghton ex-
pressed considerable concern, and were wor-
ried to know how they were going to meet
the ‘‘boys’’ and explain the new position.
In order to show Mr. Walsh that there waa
no veiled attempt heing made to punish (or
victimise, as the unions have it) the men who
went on strike, T showed him the sections in
onr Act dealing with pilotage, the limits of
the port within which the Trust was bound
to sopply pilatg, and the office records show-
ing that in Julv last the revision of the ser-
vice was decided npon, and orders placed for
now Tiphting apparatus to make for the ahso-
te safetv of shipping, Mr, Walsh person-
allv examined all these points, and, when T
asked him if it was a fair thing to sacrifice
old loval officers, some of whom had been in
the Government service before the Trust was
farmed and eertainly years before the men on
strike came on, he, without hesitation, gaid
that it was not fair to do such 2 thing, but
he pleaded for an agreement which he said
would be needed, ag he intended to get these
ol men into his wnion, to which T replied
that the Trust must leave that to the discre-
tion of the men themselves individually.

The Harbour Trust was anxious to effect
this saving of £10,000, and yet the Gov-
ernment

Mr. Sleeman: It was not practicable.
The Government could not do it.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Who was going to
wet the benefit of it?

Mr. THOMSON : The Government re-
fused to allow the Harbour Trust to put
this economy into effect.

The Premier : The seeretary and the
Trust were nof aware that the saving could
he effected until the sirike demonstrated
it to them.

Mr. THOMSON: AMr. Stevens said that
in July the apparatus had been ordered
and was nearly all to hand, some small
parts only being awaited,

Mr, Sleeman: Not even the members of
the Trost knew that.

Mr. THOMSON : The Government re-
fused to permit this saving.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know
that Mr. Stevens asked for the alteration
as a temporary measure, because there
might be some danger in bringing the ships
from Rottnest to the inner anchorage dur-
ing the strike? Tt had nothing to do with
the pilots. That statement was wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: ‘This is the statement
of the seeretary of the Trust.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Stevens
asked for an alteration of the serviee for
an entirely different reason,
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Mr. Sleeman: It is like some of the other
statements that have been made.

Mr. THOMSON: We cannot get away
from the facts.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie : The companies
would have had the benefit of the £10,000,
not the primary producers.

Mr. THOMSON : This statement was
made in the Press,

Mr. Sleeman: And it must be right.

Mr. Panton: The “Worker” or the “West
Aunstralian” ¢

Mr. TEHOMSON: Members of the publie
ean hecome acquainted with the faets only
when they see them in the Press. I is
for the Government to reply. This is a
definite statement, showing that £10,000
conld be saved.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: To the shipping
rompanies.

Mr, THOMSON: No,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes.

Mr., THOMSON : Certainly nat.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Not a penny of the
amount would have been saved to anvbady
else.

Mr. THOMSON: At all events, this is
the concluding portion—

T am directeld now to say that the Trust
Commissioners are of the opinion that even
the throwing of the port inte chaos again
would have been preferable te the handing
over of the administration and policy of the
Trust to the tender mercied of the Seamen’s
Union

Mr., Marshall: Mr. Stevens again!

Mr. THOMSON : This is not Mr. Stevens;
this is the Trust Commissioners. Mr.
Stevens says, “I am directed.” The final
words are—
bot the decision of the Government left the
Commissioners no alternative but to reintro-
duce the sea service,

Mr. Taylor: It is a shocking indictment
of the Government.

Mr. Marshall : A no-confidence motion
shonld have been based on that.

Mr. THOMSON: There is an amount of
£10,000 being wasted, because the men who
are paid by the Government ont of funds
collected from the Fremantle Harbour—

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: From the shipping
companies. ;

Mr. THOMSON: No. In their wisdom
the Harbour Trust Commissioners suggestad
the curtailment of a service, which curtail-
ment, in their mature opinion, would have
saved £10,000; and it was considered quite
unneecessary,
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The Minister for Lands: That is a de-
liberate lie.

Mr. SPEAKFER: Order!

The Minister for Lands: I do not say
the hon., wember is telling a lie; bat if
Stevens said that, it is a deliherate lie.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not making the
statement. It is for the Covernment 1o
prove whether that statement, published
bv the Press, is correct or otherwise.
If the Commissioners are vight in saying that
the service should cease, the Government in
this instanee are wasting £10,000, Perhaps,
as the Premier suzgests, the saving of that
amount would involve a curtatlment of fees
in  other directions. Considering that
steamers of as much as 24 000 tons have
been hrought inte the harbour
. The Minister .for Lands: Stevens was
afraid of bis life that there wounld be a elaim
for damages in case of something happen-
ing during that period.

- The Premier: He deserves no credit what-
aver in this eonnection.

Mr. THOMSON: T consider that we
should have a liftle more explanation than
we have got up to the present. Certainly
a section of the peovnle helieve that the Qov-
ernment are spending £10,000 per annum
nnnecessarily.

The Tremier: Your association say that
a reduction of £40,000 in railway freichts is
so small as not to result in reduction of
prices, and therefore of no henefif to the
prodncers. Will this reduetion of £10,000
henefit them?

AMr. THOMSON: The Premier shounld also
argue that £60.000 a vear additional pav to
the rajlway servants represented so small an
amount to the individual man as not to be
worth while. That is on the same line of
argunment.

The Premier: But T am not argoing that
wav. It is vour assoeiation who argue that
way.

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier was not in
the Chamber while 1 was speakine,

The Premier: T am referring, not to what
vou said. hut to what vonr association said.

Mr THOMSON: T am sreaking for my-
self at the nresent time.

The Premier: Yon ean drop the assorin-
tien whenever it. suits von.

Me. THOMSON: Na. T am very proud
to helong to the assoelation,
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Mr., Marchall: T never heard anyone sav
that ahout vou.

Mr. THOMSON: Dealing now with the
Soldiers’ Menta! Home, I find the following
paragraph in the Governors Speech—

TUnder agreement between the Conmunon-

wealth and Stafe Governments a new mental
hoapital far soldiers. of modern design, is in
eonrse of ereetion at West Subinco on a very
kigh and otherwise cxcellent site. comprising
an area of 127 arres, Accommodation iz being
provided for 70 heds. 33 of which are for the
soldier patients for whom the Commenwealth
is rrgnongible, and 35 for soldier vatients for
wham the Siate is reenonsible, The erection
enst is estimated at £45,000.
T certainly ennsider the Commanwealth Gov-
ernment are dodging their responsi-
hilities in this matter. While it mav
he argued that their responsibility does not
extend heyond a period of two vears, T eon-
sider that the responsihility is one to be
horne hy the Federation for the full period
and to the full extent. However, the powers
that be have seen fit to accept half the
responsibility. T ean only voice my protest
against what T consider another ininuitons
imnrosition bv the Federal Government on
the State of Western Australia. T have
snoken somewhat loncer than T anticipated
doing, T sincerelv trust that cne or two
matters with which T have dealt will he in-
auired into by the Government. and that
one or two recommendations which T have
snhmitted will be deemed worthv of con-
sideration. T sincerely congratnlate the Gov-
rrmment on the srlendid nnsition in whieh
thev find the finances. and T sincerelv hame.
in the interests of the State. that the finan-
cinl position will eontinne to imnrove dor
ine the eorrent 12 months as it has done in
the past 12 wmonths.

MR. GEORGE (Murvav- Wellington}
I8.891: The Governor’s Sreech. of conrse,
is regarded ns a snmmarv of what has heen
done by the Government Auring the nast
vear, and of what thev intend tn trv to earrv
ont during the coming vear. One raragranh
of the Sneech deals with the migration acree-
mentt that has heen made with the Tmnerial
and Commonwealth (Governments. T nofice
that althongh onr Ministers have aceented.
as thev conld not verv well help accentine.
that acreement, thev have not abandoned
hone that it mav he rossible to arranee het-
ter terms for Western Anstralia. MWemhers
af this House are sa well nennainted with
the varions arguments put forward from
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time to time regarding the disabilities under
which Western Australia soffers, that it is
not necessary for me to repeat them, I am
quite sure the Government would have the
sapport of every member of the House in
any endeavonr to hetter the conditions. The
last speaker eongratulated the Government
on the financial position of the State, and I
ohserve that the deficit has been reduced to
£68,399. That, possibly, may be the best
that the present Government ean do. Per-
haps I am optimistie, hut T do think that if
my chief had remained in office there wounld
have been no deficit, but a surplus, and also
" that there would not have heen the extra
taxation against which the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) has spoken with
so much force and so much pertinence. T
presnme the Government intend, like all the
Governments I have known, to exercise the
greatest eare in the domain of finance. Let
us hope that when the vear’s Budget comes
before us, there will be no question of a
defieit, but possibly a rednefion in taxation.
I have not very mueh faith in the promises
of the Commonwealth to the State Govern-
ments as regards horrowing and so forth. T
have not the slichtest doubt that the State
Governmenfs have done the best they conld
for their respective States; bnt, T repeat, I
have no faith in Commaonwealth Govern-
ments, whether Labour or anti-Labonr. T
think all Commonwealth Governments are
in the hands of the bureauncrais of,their ser-
vice, whose aim anpears to be, so far ag taxa-
tion is concerned. to devise the most in-
renious methods of inereasing taxation. We
had some instances of that in our own State
during the past 12 months—inereasing taxa-
tion by means not appearing in the measure
before the House; and when the taxation
Bills are before ns this session. I shall have
a few remarks to make on that aspeet. The
Federal Disahilities Commission certainlv
visited this State and took evidence here. and
also in other parts of Australin. So far as
T am able to form a judement, the Federal
Commissioners were not divectly eoncerned
g0 mueh to ascertain the disabilities of
an isolated State like Western Australia or
Tasmania, as to find means of eombating the
arguments put forward on hehalf of such
States. Tnstead of moing to the root of the
matter and trying to find ont how much hasis
there is for the complaints, the Federal Com-
missioners, like some other Commissioners,
set ahout delving for proofs of an already

decided position. T notiee that the Govern-
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ment do not sav anything with regard to
group settlement, T am not sure how far
one would be in order in referring to that
peenliar report which has eome from the
Royal Commission appointed to consider the
subject, but from personal visits to and per-
sonal observation of a number of group
settlements, T am satisfied that the group
settlement scheme is of valne to the State,
and will prove of greater value to the State.
1 never expeected 100 per eont. of sueresses,
because my life’s experience tells me that in
every walk of life there are a tremendous
number of failures. When one brinas people
from another country and settles them upon
land even as good as Western Australian
land, many of them have very little ex-
perience, 1f any at all, is it to he wondered
that in conditions which are strange to them,
and so may prev npon their minds and
cause them to feel dissatisfied, a proportion
of them should fail? On the other hand,
with previous training or a bigger heart they
wounld have won through. During the last
three or four monfhs T have seen 40 or 50
different scttlers on the Peel Estate, and T
have not met with a single eomplaint of any
sertous moment from them. Some of them
might sav, “If this drain were done, it would
open up so and s0.” T would reply, “Very
well: make representations to the depart-
ment.” And the department in almost every
instance attended to the matter quicklv.
But no one should be sanguine enongh
to  believe that we are going to settle
a laree number of men from oversea
on what is practically virgin country.
and find them suceessful right from the
jump.  The history of Western Austra-
lian land settlement is pretty nearly the same
2s the history of land settlement m other
parts of the world. The Rrst generation of
early settlers worked like slaves for the sake
of their families, to try and get throueh,
The second generation worked hard, and in
most instances the third generation began to
zet the henefit. But in the greup settlement
scheme we are seeking for suceessive gener-
ations; we are expected by the public and
the Press, and by jreorle who have not given
sufficient thought tn the maiter, to make a
complete suecess from the very start. Tt is
considered that the Government should pro-
vide the means neressary for success right
from the jump. Anvone with experience of
land settlement knows that it is a slow pro-
cess, and a oroeess calling for every quality
that manhood and womanhood possesses; that
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one cannot expect to bhave everything rosy
right away. $Several instances bave come
under my notice at the Peel BEstate. Some
people came out a little while ago. They
had had mothing to do with land before. 1
spoke to one woman and asked how she was
geiting on.  She said, “There are difliculties
and troubles, and 1 don’t think we have got
all we expected. But it is better being here
with three meals » day and a good house, than
starving in London.” 1 do not mention such
instances because my leader, Sir Jawes Alit-
chell, has been connected with this scheme; [
know that the Minister for Lands bas also
done a lot and that his heart is in the work.
In view of the report we have had in con-
nection with land settlement malters, it is
only right that we should tell of these things
that can be proved. 1 saw ancther man who
bad been a bus or tram driver in London,
and when he came out here hc hardly knew
whal a spade was. That man came out about
three years ago and he has done well on the
FPeel Estate from the start. He has improved
his holding and his house, and is now in
comfortable circumstances. That man’'s
neighbours also came cut from England and
they bave been built up in health, not only
beeause of the wonderful climate of Western
Australia, but because the husband, with the
wife's assistance, has been able fo lay the
foundation of a competency en his holding.
I ean quote a number of other instances. |
do not say there are no complainfs to he
heard, but what complaints there are, mostly
relate to trivial matters; the major parl of
the seheme is sound.

The Minister for Lands: The great ma-
jority of them there are really good people.

Mr. GEORGE: That is so. Recently I
had the pleasure of conveying the informa-
tion to the group settlers on the Peel Estate
that the Government recognised their spirit
of self-help and were willing to co-operaie
with them. Ne medieal facilities were avail-
able there, and the Government infend put-
ting up a hospital, the people heving guaran-
teed to provide the equipment and main-
tenance.

Mr. Taylor: For how long?

Mr. GEORGE: As long as is needed.

Mr. Taylor: No fear!

Mr. GEORGE: Unless things develop in
a most unfortunate way and the people are
unable to make a living, there is no fear
about it. If cireumstances should prove io
be so had that there is the fear the member
for Mount Margaret refers to, then it will
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be the duty of the Government to render the
assistance necessary and provide medieal at-
tention for the indigent and others requiring
it. A brief paragraph in the Governor’s
Speech refers to forestry matters, and it is
stated that the export trade in timber has
been maintained during the year and that the
increased value of our forest wealth is re-
flected in the increased departmental returns
during the past 12 montbs. The revenue that
has been derived by the department from
royalties on timber must be large indeed. I
understand the Government have given some
consideration to the disposal of the funds,
and it will be interesting to ascertain whak
iheir intenfions are when the Forests Esti-
mates are before members. Regarding the
railways, the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomsen) spoke abont the traffic belween
Perth and Fremantle and talked as though
the railways could deal with it. The rail-
ways ean carry all the traffic offering between
Perth and Fremantle, but they cannot give
the quick delivery that is being obtained
daily, not only by means of the motor lorries
on the road, but by means of the motors run
by the various wholesale merchants in the
port and the city. If goods are sent by rail
they have o be loaded at the port warehouse
or {rom the ship’s side into lorries, tzken to
the railway yards, lcaded into trucks, con-
veyed to Perth, nuloaded into lorries, and
taken to the city warehouses where they have
to be unloaded again. On the other hand, if
gnods are brought by motor lorry they can
be delivered from Fremantle within a coupla
of hours.

Mr. Withers: What about doing away with
the railways?

Mr. GEORGE: The member for Katan-
ning probably does not know these things.
Then again, the traflic between Perth and
Fremantle is catered for by the Swan River
Shipping Company. That firm’s boats bring
goods right from the ship's side to Perth
where they are delivered the same day. The
organisation and work of the railways are
good, but the motor traffic is in a different
category.

Alr. Clydesdale: How would you grapple
with it?

Mr. GEORGE: When the charabanes
opened up a quick and regular serviece for
the people, I told the Commissioner what the
position would be. If the charabanes, pass-
ing one’s door, land one in Perth in 20 min-
utes or so, people will not walk half a mile
to the station and repeat that day after day.
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These things represent the ordinary develop-
ments of the times, and the question as to
how the difficulties involved are to be over-
come js one that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways will have to consider, in conjunction
with the best aid he can secure. 'The railway
returns afford great pleasure, for they con-
tain some significant figures. References
have been made to the prospects of a record
barvest this year. We have every reason io
hope that the predictions will be tulfilled, be-
cause the tonnage of fertilisers carried has
inereased from 123,000 tons in 1923-24 to
147,481 tous in 1924-25. 1t is from such in-
creases in the quantities of fertilisers used
that we shall secure the heavy inereases in
returns and of the heavier tonnages to be
carried over our railways. Lt is gratifying
to feel that our optimism had a sound basis.
As to land taxation in relation fo railway
freights, ] am in sympathy with the views
expressed by the member for Katanning
{ur. Thomson), because L think the arrange-
ments regarding railway fmights have been
very thoughtiully prepared. The reduciion
in treights have applied to the higher classes
of goods, but to be of value 1o the producers
the reduction should be on those things that
the producers need most.

The Minister for Lands: The largest
amount comes from the wetropolitan area,
ani they get very little return for it.

My, Panton: He knows that.

Mr. GEORGE: The land tax, large or
swall, that comes from the people on the
land, was to have a set-off in respect of the
freights.

I'be Minister for Lands: You know we
have heen carting stuff at a loss.

AMr. GEORGE: The people in the eountry
object to paying half-a-crown for an article
and getting no return. The reduction in rail-
way freights has mot been anything in
propertion to the amount of taxation
the Government’s proposals have involved.
I ain pleased indeed to know that an agri-
cultural college is to be established in
Western Australia. I regret that one was
not in existence long before this. Agri-
culture is the big mainstay of the State
and it is from agriculture that we must
expeet to have increased population, aug-
mented wealth, and widened possibilities.
It is best that the youth of Western Aus-
tralia shall be educated within the State
npon land where they will have to earn
their own living. It would have been
better had the sons of Western Australians
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gained their agricultural knowledge at a
local college instead ol being sent to agri-
cultural colleges in the Eastern States. It
is interesting to nole that a light land farm
has been established at Wongan Hills, and
also a number of other projects that were
started by Sir James Mitehell have been
carried ou. During the speech delivered
by the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers}),
1 interjected with reference to the pur-
chase of the new dredge. The negotiations
for the purchase were carried out during
my time. 1 noticed the statement made by
the Minister for Works in the “\West Aus-
tralian.” 1 do not desire to take any credit
in this matter, but the raets brielly were
that negotiations lor the purchase of the
dredge were carried out by the Engineer-
in-Chief and 1 knew what was goilng on.
He told me that the terms were the best
he epuld obtain and the matter was passed
on to the Treasurer to be dealt with. If
Mr. MeCallum, as the successor to Mr.
(George, found ecireumstances that enabled
him o make a betier bavgain, all the more
power to bim. [ do not ewvy him in the
slightest; he can take the credit. My only
concern 18, what is best for Western Aus-
tralia. ‘Lhat is all there is in the whole
altair, Kegarding agricultural water sup-
pues, the wovernmeat are carrying on the
regular administration policy, and it they
can unprove upon it, more power to them.
1f I can help them to improve it, my ser-
vices and experience are at their command.
The wetropolitan water supply scheme iz
being continued; despite the efforts made
by certain persons some time ago, the Gov-
ernment had the sense to take no heed of
them, When rogue elephants play about
in a zoo, it is sometimes useful if there is
a keeper strong enough to deal with them.
1 am also pleased thai the filters at Os-
borne Park have given satisfaction. It was
fully expected that they would give satis-
faction. It is unfortunate that there was
an aceident to one of the filter beds, but
that has heen rectified. No matter who
gets the credit for the work, it is gratify-
ing that the water supply of Perth has heen
improved, as it was said it would be im-
proved. 1 must express my regret that the
engineer who had to do with that scheme,
and who, if he had not been harassed,
would still be with us, bas passed away by
his own hand, and that that was his re-
ward for service honest und hencar-
able to the State. The particular gentlemen
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who ¢an claim to have got themselves into
the niche of fame or rather ill-fame, by
first of all cansing C. Y. O'Connor to pass
away and afterwurds ¥. W. Lawson are
welcome to all the satistaction that it can
give them., When I see those gentiemen, I
see the brand of Caiu which no bleod will
wash out. The various railways mentioned
in the Speech are familiar to me, seeing
we started them and carried them on.
Some of them have been completed, and
olhers are in course of construetion. I
congratulate the Government on their de-
cision to continue the Esperance railway
from Salmon Gums to Norseman. That
railway should have been built from the
Norsemnau end to lLsperance. I strove
for all I was worth to get it con-
strocted in that way, but I could not
obtain the [lunds. Had we been able
to build it in that way, it would
have been cowmpleted for 25 per cent.
less cost. Hegarding the publie service
and the jeremiad of the member for Katan-
ning, 1 do not agree with him. We have
goud officers aud loyal men in our publi¢ ser-
vice, Some of thewm, like myself, are finding
that the Hight of years bas taken from them
the strength and vigour of youth, but the
brain is still active. Provided the claims of
those wl.o considered themselves eligible for
the posttion of kingineer-in-Chief were fully
considered, I do not see that any other course
was open to the Government than to use
their judgment and get someone with per-
baps wider experience than Western Aus-
tralia bad given its officers. No doubt our
engineers, with their local experience, are
valuable and good men, and when the new
Engineer-in-Chief arrives, he will find a staft
of men who will give him the benefit of their
experience without holding anything hack
out of jealousy through mnisting the posi-
tion for which they may have considered
themselves fitted. I hope the respectable
Press of this State will not fall into the
error, on the arrival of the new engineer and
other officers, of indulging in a lot of en-
thusiastic eulogy as to what they are ex-
pected to do. Provided the new officers get
a fair crack of the whip, Western Australia
will have a chanre of tackling many of the
big problems confronting it. While I have
every respect for the newspaper staffs, their
profession often requires them to express
cpinions on matters of which their experience
ean be bnt slight, or they muvi depend upon
men from whkom they ecan pick up informa-
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tion. There is probably Bo eivil service that
does not contain a number of professional
wen who Lear that their qualifications are not
fully appreciated by thuse whom they are
serving. buwe of them forget that the vent-
ing of grievances, although it may ease the
mind for the fime being, irequently verges
upon disloyalty to tnose for whom they are
working, and certainly disloyalty to those
with whom they are associated, Too many
cases of criticism that have had disastrous
eunseyuences in tbe last two or three years
Lave simply sprung from the fact that some
disgruntled person_or other has been able to
gei bold of a man of posifion and eram him
with things that on the surfuce may seem to
be justilied, but wben investigated are found
to have little or no foundativn. 1 hope that
the gentlemen about to join ihe staff of the
Western Australian (overnment will not be
met with a wultitude of etiusive eulogies, but
will be given a fair crack of the whip by the
tress. ‘Lhey will be given a fair chance by
the Government and, [ believe, by all mem-
bers of Parliament. The responsibility east
upon a man holding the position of En-
gineer-in-Chief is very great. 'The amount
of routine work thrust upon him frequently
interferes with his investigations and work
on big questions so greatly that some method
shounld be sought to relieve him. As to the
legislation for the session, 1 have not soen
the proposed Coanstitulion Amendment Bill,
nor do I know the lines on which ihe Gov-
crnment intend to proceed. We shall have
to wait until the Government announce their
intentions. 1 trust that when the Minister
tor Works brings in the Trafiic Bill he will
make provision for greater power over the
lorries using the roads, the speeds they travel
at, the weights they carry and the dimensions
of the loads. I do a good deal of travelling
about and I see many of these lorries, and
1 know that quite 2 number of them, beavily
laden, travel ou the Perth-Fremantle-road at
a speed of 15 to 25 miles an hour. I passed
a lorry the other day, hat hefore | suceceded
in doing so, I had to travel two miles and
speed up from 25 to 30 miles an hour. That
is not richt,  Many lorries using the road
carry loads of a len=ih probibited even under
the present Aet and regulations, and consti-
tute a danger, especinlly when turning the
corners of narrow streets. A pumber of
wazons may also be seen carrving lonse
harrels not securely tied. They travel at a
speed and wazgle all over the place, and if
they happened to get a eant or strike a hump,
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there might easily be an accident. These may
appear to be trivial matters, bui they are
matters that should be attended to. I shall
lovk forward to the advent of ihe Land
Drainage Bill with considerable pleasure. I
expect it 15 the same old measure that the
present Minister for Lands had before him
when he was previously Minister for
Works, and whichk 1 looked at frequently
during my eight years of office, but
could never get an opportunity to intro-
duce, Now 1 hope it will be introduced and
that something will be done, becavse land
drainage in the South-West is a most vital
problem and one that has to be faced. It is
a proper poliey, and I am sure the Minister
for Lands will agree with me that it is bet-
ter to start on land near to the warkets than
to unndertake work at tremendous distances
where tle seftlers will be handicapped from
the outset.

Ar. Panton: We have heen telling you
that for 20 years and you have just woke
up.

The Minister for Lands: There is an area
of 250,000 acres in your distriet and we ean-
not toueh it for another five years.

Mr. GEORGE: The existing Hoad Dis-
tricls Aet requires quite a number of modi-
fications and the insertion of provisions to
meet the altered condifions brought about by
motor transport. One point the Minister
should consider is whether the vrates collected
in any | articular ward should not have some
relation to the expenditure. Ti shanld not
be possible, as has been done in some dis-
tricts, for rates to be collected for many
vears and practieally no ex_ enditure to be
made in the wards concerned. Penple in
thoze wards can oblain no redress from the
board. Tf possible the (overnment should
enlarze the audit “staff to deal with road
board aceounts. T am satisfied that if an an-
nual audit were made, many of the irregulari-
ties now ocenrring would be obviated and the
ratepayers would know how they stood at
the time instead of heing kept waiting year

after year. Tn a distriet I know of one
ward in the last 20 years must have
contributed £10,000 in rates and not

£20 has been expended in its area hy
the hoard. Provision should be made
in the Aect fto protect the ratepayers.
They have {o pay their rates, and surely they
have a right to expect something in refurn.
It is not right that a ratepayer's money
ghould be fileched from him znd spent else-
where. He has the right to expect that some

[COUNCIL.]

of the money collected should be expended
for the purpose of giving him and his neigh-
bours some of the facilities that are so neces-
gary. 1 suppose the Government have been
stendily overhauling the files and records of
the depariments, with the object of ascer-
taining whether they can do better than other
people or put into force things which other
people might have been unable to do. In-
stead of rushing into a lot of ¢riticism upon
their administration I think I shall be doing
better service to the country if I confine my
remarks to the various topies and depart-
ments that will in due course come before us
for debate. T am pleased to think and hope
that we have turned the corner, and that
Western Australia is steadily marching along
a course of prosperity, which its great poten-
tialities justifv us in assuming it will some
day reach.

On motion by Mr. Sleemsn, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m.

Logislative Council,
Tuesday, 11th August, 1925,
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Question: Rallway construction, Salmon Gums- 150
Norseman

Addeess-in-reply, fiith dey e 181

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, SALMON GUMS-NORSEMAN.

Hon. .J. W. KIRWAN asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Will the Government comply
with the general desire in the Esperance
district that formation work in connection
with the Salmon Gums-Norseman railway
be started ai hoth the Salmon Gums and
Norseman ends? 2, Are the Government



